
Agenda/Minutes

Rice Lake, Lake Protection and Rehabilitation District 

Posted: Town of Rice Lake Municipal Building, City Hall of Rice Lake, Rice Lake Area Chamber of Commerce

Place: City Hall, City of Rice Lake, Council Chambers 30 East Eau Claire Street, Rice Lake, WI 54868 

Time: 3:00 PM 

Date: Wednesday, December 21, 2011 

	Agenda Item: 
	Notes: 

	1. Call to order/ acknowledge posting of meeting and agenda 
	Meeting called to order by Chairperson, Doug Pitts at 3:07 p.m.

	2. Roll Call 
	Dennis Trigg, Dan Genereau, Jerry McRoberts, Mick Michaelsen, Don Clemens, Don Putnam, Doug Pitts
Guests: Steve Harrington, Ron Kopp

	3. Pledge of Allegiance 
	Done

	4. Public Input (limit to five minutes) (No action can be taken) 
	Don Clemens, as a member of the local Rotary Chapter in Rice Lake, spoke of Rotary International’s continued focus in 2012 on water quality improvement/protection projects of any kind in the area.  Clemens said Rotary personnel are available to help and the organization can provide financial support with plant purchasing to improve water quality for such projects. Clemens asked the board to keep Rotary in mind if and when water type projects around the lake are being planned by citizen groups, student groups, businesses and other organizations, or the city. 
Clemens handed out draft outlines prepared by Harmony Environmental Co. that is planning two workshops beginning March 2012 at UW-BC on Shoreline Buffers and Runoff Mitigation and, Shoreline Stabilization. The cost of the seminars is estimated at $1,200 and the organizers are in need of sponsors to put on the first workshop a grant would cover the second seminar.  Courses cost is expected to be about $20 per individual (depending on attendance numbers and sponsorship). The audience target is landscapers, business representatives, citizens, lakes associations with a goal of improving water quality on waterfront front property, and city and rural properties prone to storm water runoff.

	5. Secretary’s Report – 11/16/11
meeting minutes for eview/approval  
	Motion to approve the minutes of 11/16/2011:
Trigg/McRoberts approved 

	6. Treasurer’s Report/review and approval of bills

-Communications

	Treasurer Putnam reported on the lake district balance and paid bills for November. Putnam will check with Charter for a phone rate. Putnam provided a treat schedule.  Motion to approve Treasurer’s report: Clemens/Michaelsen approved 

	7. Standing Committees: 

-D. Pitts- Grants update  
-Volunteer Hours for 2011
-D. Trigg-Lake Operations update 

-D. Graff- Lake Educator – report update 

	- Pitts: no grants update but still need volunteer hours. 
-Trigg: Operations closed for season.  Jeff Smith will have surgery today or tomorrow. Trigg asked to send a card. 

-Genereau: Suggested a storm water forum possibly invite Dan Graff and local engineering firm to participate. City council suspended storm water utility fee system. Genereau met with American Excelsior representatives who are excited to do more education and training on storm water control systems. 

	8. Grants availability at federal or state level/ EPA urban waters grant – Dave Blumer
	Tabled keep on next month’s agenda. 
 Pitts: EPA urban grant funding is focused at education but no implementation dollars.


	9. Should the lake district document pollution incidents and if so who should have that responsibility. 

	Keep for future agenda.
-Monitoring storm runoff is time consuming determining where loading comes from and how much enters into the lake is difficult. Who does it?

-District needs to work with engineers for training or monitoring system.
-District does not have the staff, time or money to do this investigative work.
-the DNR is involved/ city is currently required to model storm water runoff by its MS4 permit.

-District should document for others to investigate.

	10. Discussion: does the lake district need to communicate a 2011 report of activities to the public published in the R.L. Chronotype.
	Getting information from the district to the public.  Panorama 1-2 times a year? Invite Chronotype to a meeting and discuss with them if they would be amenable to an article or recurring articles and best way to present information to the public. Make yearend report available to paper? 
On behalf of the district, Don Clemens volunteered to take harvesting/treatment operations reports and other information like plant management plans, to Chronotype and meet with a staff person.  

	11. Begin planning for needed changes with aquatic plant management plan in 2012
	Tabled

	12. Summer meeting 
	Tabled

	13. Email mailing list of Electors 
	Don Putnam has set up a new Email account.  rllakedistrict@gmail.com Michaelsen and Putnam will have access to this account.

	14. Newsletter 
	Tabled

	15. Shudlick Park discussion   
	Ron Kopp/ Steve Harrington/Dan Genereau: Peterson Services removed concrete wall, tapered the river bank to the river’s shoreline, then graded and seeded it.  American Excelsior was contacted and volunteered to provide their erosion control matting and an erosion specialist and company personnel to install the matting, the city provided the money for the wall removal by Peterson Services and staff from Parks and Street departments to assist with the mat installation. Together they staked the matting down and fully protected the bank from erosion this winter and next spring.  This effort was an excellent example of city /industry collaboration to safeguard the river from erosion and runoff.  Don Clemens asked the District to send a thank you letter to American Excelsior and the City for their fine work and prompt action.
Clemens said he knows Rotary would like to financially help the City with restoration and plantings this spring at the park. City Parks and Rec has the lead on planning, Rotary is also interested in financially helping develop a project design.  Lake district is in full support but will have no role in the planning or design work.
Lake District needs to review how we went about setting aside the $1,000 budgeted for plantings at Indian Mounds and determine if it can be moved to Shudlick Park.  There is also a need to contact Dan Graff to advise him of our  interest in redirecting the dollars for plantings at Shudlick Park this spring.

	16. District Boundaries review
	McRoberts advised the district that the County Board approved the boundary proposal at its last meeting. 

New boundaries are in place.

	17. Employee Handbook
	Don Putnam is working on the handbook  and will get it ready to go, he advised once in place it can always be modified.

	18. Decision as to whether the Lake District accept possession of Boy Scout Island
	Pitts: Knights of Columbus of St. Joseph Parish would sign the island over to the Lake District.  Putnam contacted our insurance company, our policy would not change nor would our policy costs. A property deed is available.  Motion to allow the Chairperson, Secretary, Treasurer to accept ownership of  Boy Scout Island from the Knights of Columbus, St. Joseph Parish: Clemens/McRoberts Approved

	 19. Discussion of harvester rental or sale of such to Dummy Lake Association – Jerry McRoberts  
	Jerry McRoberts asked on behalf of the Dummy Lakes Association for information concerning possible use of Lake District harvesters. Dummy Lakes Assn. has a permit for chemical control but can’t afford it.  Dennis Trigg said that our all cutters are going to be in use, all are the same size, and there is not a feasible way to move one to Dummy Lake. 

	20. Red Cedar River Watershed Conference
	Tabled until next month.


	21. Select a volunteer to bring treat to next meeting.
	Don Putnam handed out a schedule he prepared for 2012 meeting schedule (Doug Pitts is up)

	22. Set date for next meeting
	January 18, 2012 @ 8:30a.m

	23. Consideration of Adjournment
	Motion to adjourn: Putnam/Clemens Approved.

	
	

	Adenda Items
	-Hourly rates for new hires.
-Pollution documentation continued discussion

-look at mission statement
-Red Cedar River Watershed Conference 

-$1,000 budgeted for plantings redirected to Shudlick Park?
-Lake district considers co-sponsoring Shoreline buffer and runoff seminar
-review employee handbook and approve?
-Urban waters grant through EPA discussed
-2012 aquatic plant management changes discussed

-How to share information with the public through Chronotype, newsletter, email

-Thank you letters to American Excelsior and City

-Plan meeting with Chronotype staff person? 

	
	


Mick Michaelsen, Sec.

Don Putnam, Treas. 

Posted On or before December 19, 2011 


