
Agenda/Minutes

Rice Lake, Lake Protection and Rehabilitation District 

Posted: Town of Rice Lake Municipal Building, City Hall of Rice Lake, Rice Lake Area Chamber of Commerce

Place: City Hall, City of Rice Lake, Council Chambers 30 East Eau Claire Street, Rice Lake, WI 54868 

Time: 8:30 AM 

Date: Wednesday, February 15, 2012 

	Agenda Item: 
	Notes: 

	1. Call to order/ acknowledge posting of meeting and agenda 
	Called to order by Chairman Pitts at 8:45 a.m.

	2. Roll Call
	Don Clemens, Dan Genereau, Doug Pitts, Mick Michaelsen, Dennis Trigg, Don Putman
Guest: Stan Bergum


	3. Pledge of Allegiance 
	Recited

	4. Public Input (limit to five minutes) (No action can be taken) 
	Michaelsen stated that there is ice racing on the north end of lake every Saturday from before noon until 5 p.m.: Does the Lake District have any authority or options to address it? There are no permits that exist for the race tracks or events which take up acres of the lake. The activity is not what with the district mission envisions for recreation. There are safety issues, littering, air and noise pollution, or potential pollution to the lake from oil or gas leaks on to the ice from collisions if they were to occur. The tracks are available for use at all hours any day since they exist and are not marked or patrolled. User conflicts have been observed and documented between fishermen, skiers, casual walkers who also use the lake in and around the motorcycle/ATV/car tracks.  There is very little if any law enforcement presence on the lake during races or after. Pitts mentioned there have also been complaints about ice racing on Chetek Lakes and apparently the county board is considering some potential ordinances to curtail it on county lakes. Pitts recommended that the district invite Rice Lake’s Police Chief and Barron County Sheriff and DNR Conservation Warden to our next meeting.  

	5. Secretary’s Report – 
-January 18 meeting minutes for review/ approval 
	Meeting minutes were reviewed. Motion to approve: Clemens/Trigg accepted.

	6. Treasurer’s Report/review and approval of bills

-Communications

	Putnam presented the Treasurer’s report and distributed the paid bills:  Balances: Checking: $40,830.59
Money Market: $39,929.04 Motion to approve: Trigg/Michaelsen accepted.


	7. Standing Committees: 

-D. Pitts-  Grants information and updates 

-Volunteer Hours 
-D. Trigg-Lake Operations update 

-D. Graff- Lake Educator – report update 
-other activities
	Pitts: 2010 Grant final reimbursement of about $2,700 will soon be sent from DNR.  The 2011 3 year grant reimbursement can’t be submitted until all receipts are in hand. Pitts would like the board and volunteers to report hours for their time for grant cost share monies. Pitts said apparently DNR will approve chemical treatment for native plants. Harvester purchases are also now grant eligible. It has been discovered harvester cutting and removing plants from lakes is important before plants decompose releasing phosphorus back into the lakes. On April 18 Doug will be attending meeting with Ripley Lake Association. 
Trigg: Talked to Bob Sharp about returning as an operator it appears he may take the job at $15.50 per hour. Jeff Smith is walking about and beginning to rebuild his leg and hip strength.  
Dan Graff: Don Clemens reported for Graff that Graff requested to his HS Principal to attend 3 conferences this year but could lake district cover cost of substitute teacher.  A general discussion ensued and it was agreed that covering the sub teacher would not be appropriate, however, the district could build such costs into the next education grant and possibly get it approved as an eligible expense in the future. 



	8. Discussion: Do we want to enter agendas, minutes, grants highlights (in layman’s terms) on to our website? If we do, do we have funds budgeted to hire a web master to do updates, etc. Or is there a volunteer among us skilled at website updates? Can the lake district hire/retain the towns’ association website manager.  
	Don Putnam reported that Dustin Overbeck is the webmaster for Town’s Association and it may simply be a matter of getting 10 minutes of training from him to convert minutes and other items to PDF files and/or have him update grants info on the website. Is it affordable? Don P. will get a definitive answer for district.  Putman noted that the county has our agendas and minutes on their website.  Another option is that the Lake District create a link in its website to the county website.  

	9. Review Lake District (LD) commitment to assess the LHOF site as designated in 2010 Aquatic Plant Management Plan. Do we need to hire someone to assess it/what actions are needed in 2012 by LD to ensure that LHOF is adequately planted with native species. 

	Stan Bergum representing Lumbering Hall of Fame (LHOF) and a member since 1994 made a presentation and handed out a chronology that gave an historical review of the organization’s efforts.  Stan said the LHOF is copyrighted to the National LHOF.  Stan believes the museum is still a possibility and wants to work toward that end.  Bergum said there are not enough members and LHOF is seeking new members. The former UBC Lumber Yard and buildings are available for a good price, but financing is an issue and grants that were  once available are not. How LHOF gets to a museum is a real question.
Stan and other dedicated LHOF volunteers, and other citizens have been have been maintaining the tree walk natural area for the past few years. The lake district advised Stan that it remains committed to provide plants and assist with native plantings this spring as part of its shore land restoration and site management plan.  Stan said LHOF contracts with a native plant specialist from Hayward for $300 a year. The lake district will plan to have its Lake Educator, Dan Graff get in touch with their person so a plan for planting the area can be implemented.   

Applications for $20 LHOF membership are available at the local Chamber Office. LHOF meets first Wednesdays of the month.  Next meeting is March 7 @7:30 AM at the Chamber Office.

	10. Does the LD want agenda or agenda and minutes published in Chronotype? Are their costs associated with it.
	It would cost the lake district a considerable amount of money to publish details in the paper.  There is a meeting log calendar of community events in the paper that is free.  There was no decision made if the lake district wants to be in the log. 

	11. Red Cedar River Basin Conference ideas for booth display, any other items.
	At the booth/table we will have new supply of business cards, brochures, photos of lake operations, storm water runoff, aquatic plant management plan. We discussed obtaining the Rice Lake Tourism booth if available and if it would fit in the allotted space. It was also discussed if American Excelsior would be interested in attending and displaying some of their erosion control products at our booth. Putnam said all members of the lake district were encouraged to attend; mileage and conference fee would be reimbursed by the district.    

	12. Summer Meeting of Electors August 15 any discussion, plans, reserving a site.
	Doug Pitts has a goal of getting past or upcoming projects from anyone in the district including district board members summarized and reported on a list.  Pitts knows Dan Graff will have his own list to report on. Pitts would like projects identified so the lake district can plan for them in the budget process. Mini lake fair/picnic is being considered. 

	13. Email mailing list of Electors 
	Expanding new email list. rllakedistrict@charter.net.

	14. Newsletter 
	Tabled until Dan Graff is available to develop it.

	15. Update on City decision/plans by Parks Board for Shudlick Park river bank restoration.  
	Don Clemens reported he met with Rotary board but no decision was made with members out of town. They have a request for $900.00 funding for planning pending their getting together by phone and email.  The rotary proposal is on the Parks & Rec. board meeting agenda this afternoon.  The Parks Board has a resolution issue of whether it can authorize accepting the dollars or would need to go to the Council for approval.  We will have a better idea of how it all works out at the March meeting.

	16. Continued discussion of Mission Statement.  Is there a need for updating it. How would that be done?
	Don P. read a revised mission statement as edited last month. Don P. was asked to have a new draft at the March meeting. If it is approved the lake district will have copies available for handout at the Menomonie conference.

	17. Employee Handbook and Grievance Procedure discussion and approval if appropriate.
	Tabled. Reconsider for decision/approval next month.

	18. Pollution complaint response/pollution documentation discussion continued.
	Doug Pitts has taken photos of recent littering and car parts dumped on the lake/ice.  Pitts has personally collected and disposed of trash and a car transmission left on the lake. Leaked oil was not possible to remove.

	19. Discussion: providing info. on LD activities to the media continued.
	Doug suggested that should the district be contacted we document it and provide what information we may have to the media. We are the eyes and ears of the lake. 

	20. Set date for next meeting
	March 21, 2012 @ 8:30a.m. Don Putnam has treats for March

	21. Consideration of Adjournment
	Motion to adjourn: Clemens/Michaelsen approved

	Agenda Items:
	Ice Racing(invite Sheriff, Police Chief, Russ Fell)
Comp payments for Dan Graff.
Shudlick Park

Seminars (water Front lake landscaping)

	
	 

	
	


Mick Michaelsen, Sec.

Don Putnam, Treas. 

Posted On or before February 13, 2012 


