
Agenda/Minutes

Rice Lake, Lake Protection and Rehabilitation District 

Posted: Town of Rice Lake Municipal Building, City Hall of Rice Lake, Rice Lake Area Chamber of Commerce

Place: City Hall, City of Rice Lake, Council Chambers 30 East Eau Claire Street, Rice Lake, WI 54868 

Time: 8:30 AM 

Date: Wednesday, June 15, 2011 

	Agenda Item: 
	Notes: 

	1. Call to order/ acknowledge posting of meeting and agenda 
	Meeting called to order by Chairman Pitts @ 8:35 AM 

	2. Roll Call 
	Trigg, Pitts, Michaelsen, McRoberts, Clemens, Genereau, Putnam, Graff, Blumer
 

	3. Pledge of Allegiance 
	Recited

	4. Public Input (limit to five minutes) (No action can be taken) 
	None

	5. Secretary’s Report/review and approval of May 18, 2011 meeting minutes 

	Approved: McRoberts/ Trigg Carried
Gary Neuman, a member of Golden K, spoke with Michaelsen regarding seeking someone from the Lake District to give a 40 minute presentation at their August 2011 meeting. At the time, Dan Graff may be teaching boating safety and may have a conflict. We may need to involve Dave Blumer as a speaker. Dan G. will contact Neuman and get more details about what they are interested in for a topic. Note: Gary Neuman called Michaelsen on July 8 and indicated that Golden K members are interested in the Rotary sponsored Main Street Boulevard native planting project. If we can it would be good to split the talk with Don Clemens (Don has  indicated he would be available) discussing the native plant project and its intent and either Dave Blumer, Dan Graff (if available) or Doug Pitts discuss Lake District’s management plan and goals to improve the lake water quality.  

	6. Treasurer’s Report/review and approval of bills

-Communications 
-direct deposit payroll

	Don Putnam reported that the district balance is $51,720.30 and present money market account is $35,826.73.  Don stated that there will be more tax revenue from the city and a small reimbursement from the Town of Rice Lake this year.  The rental agreement is in place with Paul Borofka.  Lawrence Assoc. will not charge for direct deposit. 

Approve: Michaelsen/Clemens Carried

	7. Standing Committees:
Chairman Pitts: 

-Consideration of preparing an education amendment and /or lake management planning grant to our AIS Grant to be submitted by August 1, 2011
-Spending more time on monitoring & addressing citizen concerns about our activities
-Chemical treatment/cutting plans for coming years
-Volunteer Hours submit your sheets if you have them
Lake Operations – D. Trigg:
-Curly leaf harvesting activities update 
-2011 harvesting permit status 
-Is Jeff Smith’s phone set up straightened out
- How’s use of and disposal going on Brill site    

Lake Educator – D. Graff:

-CB/CW activities update

-Lake Fair/summer meeting outcomes and observations 
-What’s next on Dan’s calendar of events/other issues being considered
-Other Issues: newsletter, radio spot, email list of electors, developing guidelines for frequently asked questions for lake district activities (see May minutes)
- Working with Nuto and city on discharges and naturalizing shoreline  
	Doug Pitts: 

-Lake District needs more time spent on monitoring the chemical treatment and addressing citizen concerns. There are no residual monitoring tests being done by the State Lab of Hygiene (SLOH) on lake water or fish and aquatic life. Monitoring was planned for in the grant.  There are about 40 years of testing done on Aquathol K when used appropriately it does not affect other plant growth or aquatic life. This information should be assembled by the district and made available for the public. 
-We need to come up with $5,200.00 in out of pocket expenses for the 2010 grant. We have been informed that Dan Graff’s hours would qualify as out of pocket expenses.  
-Motion: An AIS grant amendment to be submitted by August 1, 2011 to apply for AIS education/lake management planning expenses through S.E.H. in $10,000.00 range cap. Motion Carried: Michaelsen/McRoberts
-Please turn in volunteer hours.

Denny Trigg:

-Started harvesting May 31, 2011. CPW is not fully up to cutting height yet as was expected by now. CPW needs to break the surface. Trigg noted that near Hospital Island it does not look like chemical treatment was effective. The island is the northern extent of the treated area. It is noted areas that showed no growth last year are producing CPW this year.  GPS units are off by several feet and not as accurate as hoped.  The 2011 mechanical harvesting permits are now on board each harvesting boat.
-Russell Holmstrom has left our employment after about 3 1/2 weeks.  Don P. sent him a letter from the district thanking him for his efforts. The wind and operating the sizeable machine on water influenced his decision to resign.  
– Two operators should be able to handle this summer’s cutting. In the absence of Holmstrom, Trigg operated a harvester for 4 days.  Gerald Schmidt has since come on board and is operating the harvester very well.    

- Jeff Smith is being paid $10.00 per month for using his cell phone on the job. It works much better.
- The Brill property is working out well.  Andy Hagen added extra fill and re-leveled.   
 Dan Graff: 
- Reported CB/CW program is underway and he enjoys going around the lake meeting folks. About one in three are interested in helping out. Not much going on this week he didn’t have anybody at the landings. Veteran’s landing is the busiest and will be priority site for inspections. 
-Is working on getting an email list assembled. 
- Lake Fair during Aquafest was a hit. The future looks great to team up with the Men’s Club fishing derby. We logged 85 hours of volunteer and paid help.  There were 150 kids in the fishing derby.  Graff estimates we had 75 to 100 people stop by to talk, view critters under microscopes and live aquatic life in pans, and sit down at computers running lake district information. We had a boat and trailer with weeds and a fyke net set up.  Dan had student volunteers helping and was able to speak to the entire group.  The panel discussion was a flop.  The group talked to interested parties one on one. Ideas for next year: No bug hunting in immediate area too many people fishing, Microscopes were good. Men’s Club announcer kept saying Dan Graff from the High School and not Lake District. Dan needs to get on the PA more.  More planned dialog at the presentations. People were asking what caused the dead fish (stress related - Columnaris bacteria).  A lot of folks noticed goose droppings on the city’s shoreline from the park to the old beach house. Graff said City Parks folks say there have been twice as many goose nests found this year.  More docks on the park areas and narrows would help.
-Nuto: Dan reported that he has been working on the issue. There is no discharge pipe into the lake. Dan Graff has talked with the owners, visited the property and they are interested in design of rain gardens and storm water retention to capture parking lot runoff to lake and get some reduction in their city storm water assessment. Nuto is very receptive. Will contact Dennis West.
-Graff said that he can still get into the Aquafest Parade. Graff will phone Ann Gallagher from the Aquafest Committee. Dan Graff said Tyler Greutzmacher can help us at the Barron County Fair with a table next to theirs (BCS&WCD) in the conservation building.
-Shoreline naturalizing efforts to stop cutting near shore implemented by the City Council has raised some concerns from a few citizens. The city was to leave strips along the shoreline but it was all being cut, Parks and Rec. are going to try it again.  Dan Genereau noted also that there are some concerns and comments on the Blvd. native plantings. Don Clemens has worked with the Chronotype to get an article in  paper explaining the Blvd. plantings and shoreline buffer zones. Dan Graff emphasized that EDUCATION is the key.
-Dan Graff’s plan: will work with Jeff Smith on lake monitoring dissolved oxygen and seechi disk readings on Friday mornings.  
-Has found that working with groups and people are better in the evenings. 
-Did one radio spot. Is working on a TV Spot. 
-Weekly time at the Library &/or article in  Chronotype is planned 
- End of the year party for volunteers. 
- LHOF asked for $300.00 for our share of their burden taking care of the site pulling weeds, etc.,   they could use help at site Monday Evening/Tuesday AM are their volunteer work days.

	8. Storm water runoff observed review photos taken on May 22, 2011 from Fairgrounds and City storm sewers into lake and river. Any need to follow up discussion with other organizations i.e. WDNR, Barron Co., Red Cedar Basin group. 
	Michaelsen has sent emails to DNR and Barron County and commissioners of storm water runoff pictures taken on May 22, 2011 after significant rain storms. DNR is going to monitor and it is in their ball-park.  More work is needed at the fairgrounds to resolve the sediment filling in and polluting of hospital bay.  Resolving city storm water sediment laden discharges will be an area of water quality concern for years to come.

	 9. District Boundaries update and consideration of involving lake district attorney 
	County has it and it is in order. Has not yet been to the County Board.  If it is on the Agenda Jerry McRoberts  will call Don P.

	10. Employee handbook and procedures manual 
	Dennis Trigg is still working on procedures(work in progress)

	11. Don Clemens update on Main Street boulevard Rotary Club native plant project 
	About 30 people volunteered to plant about 3,000 native perennial plants.  Chronotype took photos and a reporter interviewed Don C. for an article in the paper. Many area groups were represented.  There are challenges for watering but that is being worked out with the city.  Next step is a sign identifying it as a Rotary native plant demo-project.  Considered a city beautification project. Cost about $3500.00/.60 PER PLUG
Don C. said that the Rotary is putting together a brochure that will be available at City Hall and on the Rotary website.  We may want to put together something for the Lake district website or a link.  

	12. A volunteer for coffee and treat for next meeting
	THANK YOU Don Clemens for this month’s wonderful treat.
-Denny Trigg volunteered for treat at July mtg.

	13. Set date for next meeting 
	July 20, 2011 @ 8:30 a.m.

	14. Consideration for adjournment
	Motion to adjourn: Putnam/Michaelsen. Carried

	Agenda Items
	-Treasurer –budget comparison to last year.
-Dan Graff-NUTO-Update

-Discuss ideas for  pilot design on a segment of City property with naturalized plants/board walk for recreational access for 2012 FY
-CB/CW
-Moose Lodge-The Dans

-Fortnightly/Golden K request for speakers 

-Mayor’s 6/30/11 order to mow buffer zones

-Park Board public hearing on buffer zones

-buckthorn ID

-Purchasing brochures frog tape/CDs

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	 

	
	


Mick Michaelsen, Sec.

Don Putnam, Treas. Posted on or before June 13, 2011

