
Agenda/Minutes

Rice Lake, Lake Protection and Rehabilitation District 

Posted: Town of Rice Lake Municipal Building, City Hall of Rice Lake, Rice Lake Area Chamber of Commerce

Place: City Hall, City of Rice Lake, Council Chambers 30 East Eau Claire Street, Rice Lake, WI 54868 

Time: 8:30 AM 

Date: Wednesday, May 18, 2011 

	Agenda Item: 
	Notes: 

	1. Call to order/ acknowledge posting of meeting and agenda 
	Meeting called to order by Chairman Pitts @ 8:33 AM, Properly Posted. 

	2. Roll Call 
	Board: Trigg, McRoberts, Michaelsen, Clemens, Pitts, Genereau, Putnam
Guests: Karl Hakonsen,  Dave Blumer

	3. Pledge of Allegiance 
	Recited

	4. Public Input (limit to five minutes) (No action can be taken) 
	None

	5. Secretary’s Report – Approval of meeting minutes April 20, 2011

	Motion to Approve: Trigg/ McRoberts

	6. Treasurer’s Report/review and approval of bills

-Communications 


	Motion to Approve: McRoberts/Michaelsen. Treasurer Don Putnam purchased 2 computers and 2 printers for $1024 and $120 respectively. 

The lake district has three laptop computers one assigned to Dan Graff, one to Don Putnam., one to Mick Michaelsen.  
Checking Balance: $55,234.12

Money Market: $35,809.46

	7. Standing Committees: 

-Grant submittal – Chairman D. Pitts
-Volunteer Hours 
-Lake Operations – D. Trigg
-Chairperson Report – chemical application update for 2011
-Volunteers in Action 

-Lake Educator  - Dan Graff report update
	Doug Pitts is working with DNR: Jane Maliscke, and Pam Toshner and is trying to get an extension to last year’s grant and awaiting for the cancelled check he asked for volunteer hours. There are no funds available from the DNR and that will not change until after July 1. Doug indicated there may be an opportunity to amend the grant or re-file the grant after July 1 for an educational component.
Dennis Trigg: Truck has been having problems and was taken to Cenex and some work on the pontoon was needed. Russ Holmstrom started working on May 16th. Dan Genereau talked with Gerald Schmidt and he is OK with working shorter hours. The chemical application was May 17th. Curly pondweed was not up to cutting height yet. The GPS’s are being used or at least being researched.
Dan Graff: He has been busy working with CB/CW lining up volunteers and putting on evening training.  We have about as many volunteer hours now as we had all last year.  Dan has talked with Don & Mick & Dennis, and will be talking with other board members as he goes along. Dan enjoys working for the district and sees in us our commitment to improving and protecting the lake. Dan really wants to work the City/Town. He has been working with the area residents on CB-CW and is getting a lot of positive feedback. Dan mentioned that the park board is meeting tonight and that they maintain a lot of the lakeshore.  He may have help from students at the Lake Fair. 9:30 am -3:00 pm. Denny will get maps of the harvesting areas on the lake.  Doug will get a couple of rain barrels to give away.  Dan asked about brochures/handouts on mail boxes. We advised not legal use of mail boxes. There are now storage containers for the info reporting at the landings for CB-CW. A list of addresses of volunteers would be good to get so we can send a thank you letter to them? During his home visits with city residents, Dan had inquiries concerning buffer zones should we have an evening meeting giving ideas and guidelines. Folks have pointed to the city activities and question why should they change when city controls so much shoreline in an unnatural state filled with geese and their droppings. Dan advised he was able to get the Lake Fair on the official Aquafest schedule coming out in the Chronotype Early Bird.  Dan outlined planned activitiesasked for commissioner help for the lake fair and will develop a handout as he gets more free time.  

	8. County Fairgrounds update/ other pollution concerns impacting the lake 
	There is no serious runoff coming into the lake at this time but time will tell, Tyler Greutzmacher has helped the fair board add hay bales in the ditch line inside the track and wrapped an excelsior bundle around the storm water drain. The dirt piles are gone.
NUTO’s potato washing and floor washing are apparently being drained into the lake somewhere along the shoreline.  

	 9. Brill property access road construction update
	Trigg: Reported that Andy Hagen has completed the road work on the Brill property.  It still needs a bit of packing down. Andy didn’t put it out as far as Dennis would like. Andy will come back if there are any problems.  Borafka rental price ($750.00).  Andy is allowing lake weed dumping on the back of his property. 

	10. Brief review Red Cedar River basin meeting at Barron 4/20/11
	Doug Pitts/Mick Michaelsen and Rosanne Michaelsen attended for the district.  Coordinator Dick Lamers, John Plaza of Chetek Lakes Association, Tyler Gruetzmacher Barron Co. Conservationist, and Lakes consultant Dave Blumer attended.  The meeting was scheduled by Lamers and he was seeking ideas for the next steps for the Basin organization.  Some ideas are: 
*Contacting St. Croix Basin Group to review how they are organized how they did it. Lamers will ask them to next meeting,

*Expand to find a way to bring in stakeholders with Karl Hokansen, 

*Compile a list of water organizations,

*Create a logo/letterhead for the basin.    

Gruetzmacher noted during the meeting that phosphorous levels for point sources like Rice Lake wastewater treatment plant went down from 11,000 lbs. in 1990 to 2,200 lbs. in 2010. He said farmland phosphorus roll backs are not likely as no till and chisel plowing are improving soil losses in 1990 at 40,000 lbs. have come down to 8,000 lbs (not sure if this is a Barron Co. wide annual amount) He indicated that it is not enough to improve water quality.
John Plaza is on the Northwest Lakes Regional Team for the Wis. Lakes Association it includes  Barron, Polk, Washburn, Burnett Counties.  John Plaza discussed Chetek Lakes grant for this year which amounts to $200,000 AIS educational grant. He said it sounded like a lot but he said they have been waiting years to get the show on the road. It includes pontoon boat compensation for those involved in lake survey work. Two paid teachers will be doing testing of all water inlets and lake sampling. A $2,500 Hack DO, pH unit has been purchased. Aquatic plant life will be determined and located.  Ten students will be hired for CB/CW and AIS monitoring.
We discussed our program. Doug purchased a copy of the Troubled Waters DVD.  Lamers noted that a Shoreland Restoration Training  class for certification is being developed.  ( no date when that will occur need to touch base with Dick Lamers)

	11. Consideration of purchase of a district printer/scanner
	Don Reported that he has purchased two from Office Max About $60.00 each.  One for Mick Michaelsen and one for himself.  Plus a couple of inks and a flash drive for treasurer file archive and file transfers. He and Mick noted that these computers are not as fast.

	12. Summer Meeting of Electors 
	Date: Lake Fair June 11, 2011 is our Summer Meeting during  Aquafest is it enough? With the panel discussion. Yes!

	13. Developing guidelines for frequently asked questions from district residents i.e. managing downed trees in lake, and wildlife like muskrat, bank beaver living in shore banks, and more…. 
	Possibly for brochures and/or developed on our website and researched by our lake educator and board members:
Where to obtain buffer zone planting information and native plants. 
What to do and who to contact about nuisance muskrat and beaver problems.
Downed trees in the lake what is the district position and when assistance is warranted.
Will curlyleaf pondweed cutting fragments reattach to bottom at new sites around the lake/ what is the curlyleaf pondweed’s life cycle & what is its phosphorus and nitrogen content per pound and  does the cutting/chemical treatment program help reduce it. Are we cutting it all or are there more areas in lake.
Does grading on the bank of the lake or river and riprap placement on the shore require a state permit and erosion protection for grading projects.
What are viewing corridors and vegetation cutting restictions on lakeshore property & building set back requirements in town and city lakeshore property.  Are there county zoning or state laws regulating it.  

Is there a conservancy zone around the lake in the city if so what is it and where is it observed, does it apply to private or public property and is it enforced in the city by a city department.   

	14. Karl Hakonsen, Red Cedar River Basin Coordinator 
	Karl reported on what he feels is the Basin’s mission and plans. Karl has been working for less than a month.  EPA Money thru DNR has funded Karl for one year. He lives in Wheeler, Wi., obtained his BS degree in Agriculture from UW-RF.  He has worked with local farmers, worked for 20 years in non-point source pollution area and nutrient management.  EPA needs a 9 point plan on how phosphorus and sediment will get controlled.  Red Cedar is an impacted river and impaired because of phosphorus loading in excess of its total daily maximum load (TDML).     
He feels his job is a resource person/cheerleader. Agricultural leaders/farmers that are doing good things to protect their top soil and implement conservation efforts is where he should start and build partnerships. He answered many questions from the board. Solutions are time and money. He encouraged us to keep him in the loop and we may be able with his help identify project team grants with other lakes associations. 

	15. District Boundaries update
	Don mailed in and Jerry has gotten information that the County is working on it.  Don hasn’t heard that there were any problems. YET!

	16. Employee handbook.
	Dave Blumer: Tabled Don will work on.
Procedure manual via Dennis Trigg. We need procedure manuals more that job descriptions. 

	17. Next volunteer for providing coffee and treat
	Don Clemens

	18. Set date for next meeting
	June 15, 2011 @ 8:30a.m. City Hall

	19. Consideration of Adjournment
	Motion to adjourn:
Putnam/Michaelsen 11:05 AM


	20. Agenda Items
	NUTO
Grant Discussion (Aug 1st.)

Jeff – Phone Usage
Chemical Treatment/cutting plans for coming years

Handbook Job Description

Procedure Manual.

	21. 
	

	22. 
	

	
	 

	
	


Mick Michaelsen, Sec.

Don Putnam, Treas. Posted on or before May 16, 2011

