RICE LAKE LAKE PROTECTION AND REHABILITATION DISTRICT

 P.O. BOX 446—RICE LAKE, WI  54868

MINUTES OF REGULAR MEETING
August 13th, 2007
Present: Frank Hougas, Doug Pitts, Shannon Severud, Bruce Williams, Don Putnam, Denny Trigg, Jerry McRoberts.

Absent: None

Other:  Bill Schultz, John Sager, Gene Prigge
The meeting was called to order at 1:00 pm by Chairman Williams.  Minutes of the meeting of July 18th, 2007 were approved by McRoberts/Putnam.  
Treasurer Pitts:

· Distributed the monthly financial report; current total assets as of July 31st is approximately $95,307.

· Presented the complete monthly report and the monthly bills.  Bills were approved by Putnam/McRoberts.

Bill Schultz and John Sager, representatives from the Rhinelander DNR office, came to discuss the “Alcatraz” property site.  The most recent use of the property was as Northwest Transport.  The current owner, Mrs. Broten, has been contacted numerous times by the DNR about possible contamination on the site (starting in May 2000).  Rusty barrels, transformer on the ground, oil spill on site, other chemical spills, vandalism, dangerous building structure are currently on the site.  The site is currently underutilized and has the stigma of contamination and abandonment.  Johnson Truck Bodies has had the area studied in their efforts to cleanup their own property (See Ayres and Cooper Engineering reports).
Bill & John said there is some grant money available for cleaning up brownfields such as this.  The Lake District is considered a local government unit according to the state.  If property is purchased from the current owner directly, the Lake District would assume the liability for cleaning up the contamination on the property- if the previous owners and sources of contamination cannot pay for the cleanup.  However, if the property is condemned by the city for “blight elimination” or “slum clearances” and then acquired by the city, but then bought by the Lake District, the Lake District and city are exempt from responsibility for cleanup of the site. The “Liability Protection” handout from John explains this process in greater detail.
The property would be used to store equipment currently in the pole shed in Nora Cemetery as well as provide an unimproved boat landing for parking the weed-cutters.  There is also an interest in creating a processing & composting facility for the weeds.  The Lake District has been looking for a site for a number of years.

Site Assessment Grant: This grant can be used to do investigation & demolition: environmental assessments (Phase I and II), demolition on buildings, asbestos abatement, removal of abandoned tanks and other containers.  The city must apply for this grant, not the Lake District.  A 20% match is needed for this grant.  This application in due in November.  The “Brownfield Site Assessment Grant” handout explains this more in depth.

There are other grants to fund the cleanup of the site beyond what the SAG grant covers.  There is a Greenspace grant and a Ready for Rehab grant that can be used for cleanup.
Mrs. Broten has agreed to a price of $80,000 for the property.  A motion to contact Roger Rivard & for him to coordinate a meeting between the City of Rice Lake and the Lake District about the property was approved Putnam/Hougas. 
Motion to approve the letter to the Mayor of Rice Lake about the Lake District’s support for the Stormwater Planning Grant made by Putnam/Pitts.
There was some discussion about some disputes between the two employees.

The Annual Meeting will be on Thursday October 11th at 7:00 pm.
The next meeting will be Monday, September 10th at 2:00 pm in the Township Building.   The proposed budget will be presented.  Motion to adjourn at 3:22 pm by Putnam/Pitts.

Respectfully submitted, Shannon Severud, Secretary
John Sager email:  John.Sager@wisconsin.gov  phone: 715-365-8959

Bill Schultz email:  Bill.Schultz@wisconsin.gov  phone: 715-365-8965

