
Agenda/Minutes

Rice Lake, Lake Protection and Rehabilitation District 

Posted: Town of Rice Lake Municipal Building, City Hall of Rice Lake, Rice Lake Area Chamber of Commerce

Place: City Hall, City of Rice Lake, 30 East Eau Claire Street,
 Rice Lake, WI 54868 

Time: 8:30 AM 

Date: Wednesday, April 17, 2013 

	Agenda Item: 
	Notes: 

	1. Call to order/ acknowledge posting of meeting and agenda 
	Meeting called to order at 8:30 a.m. by chairperson Doug Pitts Quorum Declared

	2. Roll Call 
	 Doug Pitts, Don Putnam, Mick Michaelsen, Jerry McRoberts Guests: Dan Genereau, Dave Blumer, John Couey.  A big thank you to Dan Genereau who attended as a citizen today after ending his city council term.  The Lake District will miss Dan’s support and involvement while on the lake district board, but he plans to continue in a volunteer capacity coordinating with fishing groups on CB/CW and in any other way that will help the lake.   

	3. Pledge of Allegiance 
	Recited 

	4. Public Input (limit to five minutes) (No action can be taken) 
	Dan Genereau:  Dan gave LD an update on Park Board meeting. The Wolfinger Bird Sanctuary 30 year lease with the City has expired. The Park Board’s recommendation is that the Sanctuary remain as a pristine natural area. City Park Board discussed possibly creating a nature trail for bird and wildlife viewing.  Genereau said there is no prospect for a beach at this site.  Old City Beach:  Dan said the park board had a long discussion about the beach.  Genereau said it ultimately is a council decision, presently there is no funding. Dan felt that the City is not very supportive of the old beach location.  No idea on cost of remodeling the old beach house.  Dave Blumer added that S.E.H. is hearing that the city is interested in reestablishing a community beach.
John Couey:  John lives on Lower Rice Lake and has concerns about oil, salt and runoff contamination entering the lake at Charles Street snow storage  site and flowing through new pond site into the lake. Also snow storage at old dump site at softball fields on north end, he feels is a heavy source of contamination to the lake. Couey said he attempts to fish on Lower Rice Lake but is noticing increasing numbers of Jet skis and large boaters that create large wakes and erode the shore, and make it difficult to fish.  He believes there is need for some control or there will be collisions out there sooner or later. 

	5. Secretary’s Report – March 20,  2013 meeting minutes for review/ approval  

	MMSC: To approve the minutes of March 20, 2013. McRoberts/Putnam 

	6. Treasurer’s Report/review and approval of bills

-Communications

	Putnam distributed balance sheets and checking account update. Putnam noted statements of checks were received from County Treasurer and City Treasurer. Current balance $39,863.01, checking $48,259.38
MMSC: To approve the treasurer’s report. McRoberts/Michaelsen


	7. Standing Committees:

- D. Pitts – Grant information and other updates

- Volunteer hours

- D. Trigg – Lake Operations update

- D. Graff – Lake Educator – report update  
	Doug Pitts reported: 3 bids were solicited for chemical treatments to occur on or about May 10th for 5 acres for CLPW.  Notice with affidavit was posted in Chronotype. Treatment application along with a check was sent in to DNR.  MMSC: To approve Midwest Aqua Care’s present bid of $3,500 if a more acceptable is not received.  McRoberts/Michaelsen   
Volunteer hours plan to have a sheet to pass around at the meetings.
Dave Blumer updated LD with information on appropriate types of in kind volunteer time.

Denny Trigg: Update provided by Pitts, the operators are back on board preparing the harvesting machines.  City Parks moved out of Nora office and removed their tools and equipment from pole building. Locks on the building were re keyed and a porta potty was installed.  We are having to purchase power tools and possible cage/office in pole building.  There is no heat in the pole building.  We will share a 25% cost of a porta-potty. 
Dan Graff: Update provided by Pitts:  We are hopeful to schedule the next meeting to accommodate Dan’s attending the meeting. To gain his insights.  We are not getting trees/shrubs through the county we may buy through greenhouse.  We have been advised that this could be Dan Graff’s last year more to come on his situation at future meetings. A heads up from Jerry McRoberts about federal health insurance costs increasing for fulltime employees over 1563 hours a year beginning 1/1/2014.  Tom Flashcamp will be doing water quality monitoring again this year at the north and central basins of the lake.  Graff will be coordinating and taking temperature and oxygen profiles as well.


	8. Comprehensive Plan and lake protection grant process what should it include and how do we move toward successful participation (organize) based upon discussion with Randy Bina 
	Discussed: Dave Blumer said the LD has a solid plan for the lake protection grant. All the pieces will be in place by May 1, 2014. The LD will be more involved with the Barron County Soil and Water Conservation Department.  Pitts said Rep.Steve Smith is on the State AG committee which may be beneficial as we begin approaching the farm community. S&W Conservationist, Tyler Gruetzmacher and Doug Pitts recently looked at several places (one in particular is a 7 mile drainage way through open crop land with no grass runways) that contributes major run off into the lake.  BCS&WCD is assisting Mlejnek farm (on Tuscobia Lake) with an application seeking a RMG (Runoff Management grant). City of Rice Lake through their engineer is seeking a Storm water I&E grant. Letters of support from the LD were requested from City’s engineer and  from BCSW”s Gruetzmacher for Mlejnek farm. Blumer said Potato Lake Association recently drafted a letter to farmers in their watershed asking them if they would be interested in moving forward with conservation efforts and presented some possibilities. Most are very receptive but it is a money issue. That is where grant funding will be essential. How do we move to start forward with meetings (bring in Randy Bina to assist), letter writing etc., when we are all volunteers except for our operators and Lake educator who are already too busy. A discussion ensued about exploring a paid coordinator/professional to work seasonally, part time or fulltime if LD could afford it.  McRoberts said employment cost will go way up if LD looks toward a fulltime position with benefits.    

	9. V & 53 - Review S.E.H. (Blumer) Assessment/Remediation ideas for Bear, Stump, Rice Lake. Take action on report if needed.
	Dave Blumer updated LD with S.E.H. action list.  $2,500 LD allocated to S.E.H. as Blumer sees it was to gather information for DNR as they enter conflict resolution with DOT. The list involves types  of tasks and options to work toward remediation. While DNR is vague in what they are wanting they also asked can we come up with tasks and costs associated with investigation or remediation.  Blumer covered lake monitoring, sediment core sampling, identifying critical habitat, identifying sediment accumulation areas where solids could possibly be dredged.  DNR assessments were shared with Rep. Smith and Sen. Jauch with a request that they assist us with understanding what is happening with this issue between DOT and DNR to address the damage and prevent it from happening again this summer. April 30th DOT pre-construction meeting in Spooner will be attended by LD reps.  
.

	10. Update  on ordinance regulating activities on the ice on Rice Lake
	Jerry McRoberts and Doug Pitts updated.  McRoberts is on the county property committee and said at the last meeting Officer Dave Moin and race enthusiasts were there and comments were exchanged about this past year’s ice racing.  Jerry is not seeing a lot of enthusiasm for the ordinance with the county supervisors.  Jerry said the county is still working on it. A more general ordinance than the draft he was given that is less restrictive i.e., not prohibiting ice races but done through permitting, may get support. McRoberts said  if an ordinance passes at the county level it would apply to all lakes in the county. Pitts mentioned that the county can delegate/authorize the lake district to create an ordinance under its authority.  A survey was discussed to seek input from lake district members on their opinions about ice racing on the lake.

	11. Canoe trips down major tributaries ideas on organizing involving members/volunteers, documenting observations
	 Tabled   

	12. Review of job description for computer intern summer project position.
	MMSC: Approve the posting for 1 week in the Chronotype as presented with changes. Putnam/McRoberts

	13. Wis. Lakes Conference highlights
	Tabled

	14. Set date for next meeting

Up next
	May 15, 2013 @ 9:30 or 10:00 a.m.
Treats for May: Jerry McRoberts



	15. Consideration of Adjournment
	MMSC: To adjourn meeting at 10:50 a.m. Putnam/Michaelsen

	Agenda Items:

	*Intro of Bruce Willers new council rep to Lake District

*County Ordinance update

*Hiring committee for computer project position
*Wis. Lakes Conference highlights

*Review of April 30 DOT meeting/ V&53 remediation update 

*Discussion lake district coordinator position

*Drafting letter to USEPA from LD chairman – discussion

*Citizen input follow up discussion: City snow removal storage locations, safety issues boating congestion on lower lake in summer, and community beach is there any council interest.
*Canoeing/kayak Red Cedar& tributaries. 

* History of Lake District original goals vs. present day and projects under consideration for this year - Dan Graff   



	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	


Mick Michaelsen, Sec.

Don Putnam, Treas. 


