
Summer Meeting Agenda/Minutes

Rice Lake, Lake Protection and Rehabilitation District 

Posted: Town of Rice Lake Municipal Building, City Hall of Rice Lake, Rice Lake Area Chamber of Commerce

Place: City Hall, City of Rice Lake, Council Chambers 30 East Eau Claire Street, Rice Lake, WI 54868 

Time: 6:30 PM 

Date: Wednesday, August 21, 2013 

A summer gathering is planned by the Board to recognize the efforts made by citizen volunteers to protect and improve the lake.  The regular monthly meeting will begin at 7:00 PM: 
Refreshments will be served from 6:30 to 7:00 PM
	Agenda Item: 
	Notes

	1. Call to order/ acknowledge posting of meeting and agenda 
	Chair Pitts called meeting at 7:00 pm. Pitts acknowledged proper posting of agenda. 

	2. Roll Call 
	Trigg, Putnam, Pitts, Michaelsen, McRoberts, Willers, Clemens. Guests:  Lake Educator, Dan Graff, Website Tech., Matt Swanson, S.E.H. Lake Scientist, Dave Blumer,  BCS&WD Conservationist, Tyler Greutzmacher. Lake District members present: 25 signed in

	3. Pledge of Allegiance 
	Recited

	4. Recognition of individuals and groups
	See below item 6

	5. Public Input (limit to five minutes) (No action can be taken)
	Stan Bergum from Lumbering Hall of Fame said that there has been a renewed interest to advance the LHOF project.  Stan discussed upcoming Heritage Days, Aug 31st  and Sept. 1 at the LHOF site. A large tent will be erected at LHOF, speakers, crafts displays, and logging demonstrations will be happening from 10 am to 4 pm on the 31st and Sept. 1.  Bob Heffner and Ed Forestor will be making presentations focused on the logging era in this part of the state.   There will be more information on the event coming out in the Chronotype.

	6. Lake District Educator, Dan Graff and Computer Web Master/Tech, Matt Swanson power point presentation on important lake district issues
	Dan’s power point presentation was an overview of protection issues confronting Rice Lake beginning with Clean Boats Clean Waters (CBCW) to prevent invasive aquatic plants from entering the lake and the volunteers who help make that happen.  This year over 50 volunteers participated in the CBCW program for the Lake District. They did an exceptional job.  A special thank you to Tara Haughian who volunteered over 50 hours this summer, Larry Fleming for over 80 hours, and Kevin Schweder for 150 hours of service with CBCW.   On July 4th weekend 107 boats were inspected and 7 boaters out of that total were unaware of the AIS law that requires boaters to clean and drain their boats. Lake water quality sampling volunteers Tomand Julie Flashkamp were recognized for their years of dedication to the lake district collecting and preserving samples helping us meet our lake monitoring commitments. Doug and Pat Litcher were also recognized for their help this year with lake testing.   Matt Swanson, our Website master and computer technician has reworked our website www. rllakedistrict.com and gave those in attendance a demonstration of its ease of use. Matt and Dan felt great about getting the LD first newsletter published and Dan hopes to keep Matt onboard for minimal hours to produce a fall newsletter and maintain the website. Dan touched upon boat safety accident issues and contacting DNR tip line ( 1-800 TIP-WDNR) when unsafe boating is observed, no wake permit application efforts are underway at certain areas of the lake, LD  is working with the City to find more suitable storage sites for snow removal, a city beach site is being considered at the City’s Narrows Park, a program to help lake district members complete plans for native plants with trained landscape contractors is being considered by the LD, ,an excellent example of shoreline restoration and outcome at Shudlich Park was highlighted by Graff. The Lake District was happy and proud to team up with the City, Rotary Club, and American Excelsior with this shoreline restoration and hope to do more joint projects with the City and other groups in the further.  Our harvesting acreage for CLPW has been reduced from 260 acres to about 200 acres due to chemical treatment. If it were not for our experienced harvesting crew cutting CLPW and navigation channels the lake would not be as accessible, nor would its water quality be as good this long into the summer. Erosion and runoff events into the lake continue to add phosphorus and nutrients and will be the LD focus as we move toward a Lake Protection grant application, and make the best use of our DOT block grant share with Bear Lake Association.


	7. Dr. Rod Olson presentation on exploring the Red Cedar River Basin from the headwaters to the Chippewa River.
	Dr. Olson is President of the Lake Desair Lake Association and a committee member of the Red Cedar River Basin. As a part of exploring our watershed, Rod took it upon himself to travel mostly by kayak down the Red Cedar River starting from one of its headwaters at Benson Creek in Sawyer County down to Tainter Lake in Dunn County.  Along the way Rod photo documented the beauty of the river, lakes and wildlife and sampled the entire length.  Rod collected 46 samples for phosphorus that show an ever increasing presence of phosphorus in the river as he approached Tainter Lake.  Rod observed and photographed pollution sources,  his presentation is an exceptional example of photo journalism backed up with some straight forward projects i.e. speed bumps at landings to divert runoff to rain gardens.  These and other suggestions can be implemented as projects in the months and years ahead to protect and enhance our lake and the river watershed. 
Mrs. Casperson asked if anyone could explain a silvery looking substance that was appearing in the top 6 inches of the lake earlier this summer she wondered if it was disturbed sediment from the DOT construction. No one from the lake district could definitely answer her question.  A question was asked about brownish stringy mats of plants floating on the surface near shore.  DNR’s Alex Smith said that it is a filamentous algae that is very common this year on Rice Lake and many other lakes in the area. The algae will float to the surface in shallow areas and mix in with other aquatic plants and blue green algae. Smith said there have been more releases from the 53 highway project that could explain the clouded look Mrs. Casperson saw especially if it was after the early summer rains. 

	8. Secretary’s Report – July 17, 2013 monthly and August 8, 2013  special meeting minutes for review/approval  


	MMSC: To approve July 17, 2013 and August 8, 2013 meeting minutes. Clemens/Trigg   

	9. Treasurer’s Report/review and approval of bills

-Communications - AquaCare June 2013 CLPW application LD follow up 

	Balances: Checking: $23,807.07 Money Market: $39,901.30.  Putnam presented the billing statements. The question on Aquacare CLPW liquid application was discussed and paying the bill and Rod Olson’s request for reimbursement of phosphorus sampling costs on the river and lake.
-Aquacare bill will be paid along with letter to Aquacare to use granular application if aquathol is to be applied to CLPW next spring.

MMSC: to approve payment of $190.00 to Rod Olson for phosphorus sampling upon receipt of his bill from laboratory. McRoberts/Michaelsen 

	10. Standing Committees: 

-D. Pitts- Grant information and updates
- Bear Lake Association/RLLPRD  BMP projects list   
-Volunteer Hours

-D. Trigg-Lake Operations update 

-D. Graff- Lake Educator
	Pitts: Dave Blumer and Doug Pitts are working on a lake protection planning grant.  There is an End of the Year grant report available. Pitts discussed August 8, special meeting vote to accept $70,000.00 along with Bear Lake Association. Pitts highlighted proposed ideas for use of the monies. Pitts also emphasized that the LD and Bear Lake have identified projects that benefit each other and their general costs because it was a prerequisite from DOT before their project ends in November 2013. Pitts said it is our hope to build a larger grant with the lake protection grant and enhance it with the DOT monies but there is no guarantee that we will be successful gaining approval of a protection grant this year.  
Turn in Volunteer hours. 
Trigg: Reported we are winding down.  Doing shoreline cleanup. Replaced pressure washer. 
Graff: Said it all. In presentation. Graff mentioned that there are some big messes (littering) being left on the lake from ice shanties and evidence of wood burning on ice which is illegal.



	 11. Projects for consideration for next budget year 
	Boat landings(diverting runoff), Lumbering Hall of Fame, Snow storage areas within the City, Education plan and the city MS4 Plan, Red Cedar Watershed Conference next spring sponsoring city staff/ worker to participate, Retention ponds within the RL business/industry, the DOT project list/Lake protection projects with farming community. 

	 12. Set date for next meeting
	September 18, 2013 8:30 a.m. City Hall

	13. Consideration of Adjournment
	MMSC to adjourn @ 8:57 p.m.

	 Agenda items for next meeting
	Matts hours into fall and winter
Projects for next budget

Budget - 2014
Annual Meeting
Adding a member to board
RL council attend LD meeting

Graff presentation 15 minutes segments

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	 

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	 

	
	


Mick Michaelsen, Sec.

Don Putnam, Treas. 


