
Summer Meeting Minutes

Rice Lake, Lake Protection and Rehabilitation District 

Posted: Town of Rice Lake Municipal Building, City Hall of Rice Lake, Rice Lake Area Chamber of Commerce

Place: City Hall, City of Rice Lake, Council Chambers 30 East Eau Claire Street, Rice Lake, WI 54868 

Time: 6:30 PM 

Date: Wednesday, August 22, 2012 

The summer gathering was an eventful meeting and a great opportunity for the Lake District to recognize volunteers and hear from the citizens who want to know what we are all about especially as it concerns buffer zones.   
Refreshments were served from 6:30 to 7:00 PM and available for attendees throughout the meeting.  The Lake District especially thanks Mark Angell (Milk Pail) for helping with the fantastic ice cream that was one of the highlights of evening.  
	Agenda Item: 
	Notes

	1. Call to order/ acknowledge posting of meeting and agenda 
	 The meeting was called to order by Chairman Pitts at 7:03 PM

	2. Roll Call 
	Present: Doug Pitts, Don Putnam, Mick Michaelsen, Dan Genereau, Dennis Trigg, Don Clemens. Absent: Jerry McRoberts
Guests: 75 to 80 people attended most are lake district members.  A signup sheet is attached. The meeting was video recorded by Rice Lake Public Access TV. 

	3. Pledge of Allegiance 
	Recited
Agenda Repair:

Chairman Pitts read a statement concerning a flyer titled Alert distributed to residents in the district.  Pitts said the flyer in no way or means was put out by the district.  Nor is it true. Buffer zones were not on the published agenda for consideration of an ordinance. Pitts said he received word of the flyer from Lake District Secretary, Mick Michaelsen. Pitts quoted Michaelsen’s August 18, email amending the agenda that due to the inaccurate information buffer zone discussion would be added so the Lake District and those concerned could discuss it.  Pitts said the Lake District position on required buffer zones is summed up by an email from Barron County Soil and Water Conservationist, Tyler Gruetzmacher who spoke with Zoning Administrator Dave Gifford.  Gruetzmacher wrote that the lake district doesn’t have the power to require buffer zones even if it wanted to.  He advised he would not be attending and hoped those concerned would help with more important issues confronting the district.  Pitts reiterated that the district had nothing to do with the flyer and said buffer zones are a voluntary management practice the lake district promotes them but Pitts cannot meet a 30 foot buffer on his property and knows many property owners cannot.  We are asking people to do what they can whether it is 2 feet or 10 feet or more with plants that they may pick for their beauty to slow runoff from their property. Natural shorelines benefit the lake.   Pitts then reordered the agenda items 4 and 6 to proceed first followed by items 5 and 11.

	4. Recognition of individuals and groups
	Lake Educator, Dan Graff began his power point presentation and was happy to have it recorded by Rice Lake Public Access TV on Charter cable channels 97/992 and CTC 69. A DVD copy of the presentation is attached to these minutes. The presentation can be seen for about 6 months on line by accessing www.ricelaketv.com .  The Rice Lake Chronotype in its August 29, 2012 issue reported on the Lake District meeting, Graff’s presentation, and buffer zones. The article and an editorial are also attached to the minutes.  Graff said the district has over 1,000 hours of volunteer time so far this summer, he recognized groups and individuals asked for them to stand and sought and received applause from those in attendance for their efforts.  Clean boats/clean waters: There has been a vast improvement at the boat landings boat inspections for invasive plants with much more of an educational focus. This year 763 boats inspected, 825 volunteer hours, 1,694 people contacted on boats.  Invasive species: District spent $25,000 this year on treating curly leaf pondweed (CLP).  Native aquatic plants have replaced CLP in treatment areas, CLP would have increased if nothing was done, the lake has Rusty Crayfish, Chinese Mystery Snails and Purple Loosestrife has shown up along the river reported by a concerned resident and removed by volunteers.    Graff thanked and highlighted volunteers, groups and community organizations and businesses for their direct involvement and past and future donations.  LHOF, Rotary International and Rotary volunteers, CB-CW volunteers, Water monitoring and testing volunteers, RL Public TV, High School conservation club, the old RL beach cleanup crew high school and (a middle school) students, football and soccer members, coaches, and at LHOF environmental days student participants and LD/LHOF volunteers and Rep. Rivard for his help and getting funding, the Chronotype for staying with the V and 53 runoff and their investigative reporting.  American Excelsior Corporation erosion expertise and donations to Shudlick Park project, Todd’s Ready mix donation of sand for possible reopening the swim beach, Rice Lake home owners who have installed rain gardens and buffer zones on their own around the lake and in the town and city.  John Donaldson and Dick Pajula properties were highlighted as examples of natural shorelines. Issues were discussed from use of Veteran’s park landing to swim it is dangerous and now posted no swimming by the city, pollution sources V-53 construction in 2013, 67 storm sewers and too many parking lots running off to lake and river, and over use of fertilizers and herbicides, geese and dog waste, and to getting a handle on where and why phosphorus is so plentiful in our water and watershed.  What can we do to improve the worst water quality watershed in the state?  More thanks to Ron Kopp (Director of Parks and Rec) and Park and Rec workers at Shudlick Park, the Barron County Fair board starting installation this summer of French drain infiltration system. S.E.H. Inc., Lake District Engineering Firm and its excellent Lake Scientist, Dave Blumer, the RL Men’s Club allowing us to team up with them at the Aquafest.  A big thank you to Tera Haughian for almost 100 hours of community service to the district.  This summary does not cover all the material Dan Graff presented and this summary may have missed identifying someone who graciously helped the district. Please view the presentation on Public Access TV or on line. The district will have its DVD available for copying if requested.  

	5. Public Input (limit to five minutes) (No action can be taken)
	-Carol Casperson observed that the geese issue is now a duck issue, Are they oiling duck eggs.  Hundreds of ducks were fed on city shore line property near the city park. The mallard population is large.
-Larry Fleming said it is harder to find the duck eggs.  Ducks nest away from the lake on upland sites. He said 500 geese live up and down the river all year.  
-Julie Kellerman lives on a bay in heart island area and harvesters can’t go in to this sensitive area. It develops terrible algae blooms.  Is there a formal way to appeal DNR ruling in sensitive area. Pitts said Blumer was taking notes and now that it is brought to our attention and yes modifications to our navigation and cutting permit can be requested and changes considered. Can’t go in less than 3 feet but can check density, plant types and consider other methods to provide access to lake.
-Don Chandler. Barker and Soo Blvd. can’t access lake and would need to have it dredged or otherwise he suggested fill it in.
- Jim DeMars, a former farmer with a home on the river asked how much pollution is added to the lake and river from agricultural runoff. Graff mentioned we now have a basin Coordinator, Karl Hakenson working with farming community. 

-Dave Blumer responded that the district can’t reach out beyond to district boundaries right now.  District has a comprehensive planning grant application submitted to the state that will begin studying and eventually addressing up stream agricultural runoff once approved the grant will allow the district to move into the watershed with possible cost sharing grant.
-Jack Nelson asked why the city is extending the storm sewer to discharge into the lake near the new Narrows bridge. The lake district did not have an answer but advised that the city or Mark Kolher project coordinator should be asked for an explanation.  Nelson also had concerns about swimming beach safety at Narrows park being another high boater traffic area.


	6. Lake District Educator’s power point presentation on important lake issues
	See item 4 above. Presentation by Dan Graff honoring volunteers and overview of what has been happening within the district. Many students have helped on the landings along with over 800 hours from them and other volunteers.

	7. Project requests from district members and project proposals from the budget committee to be considered for 2013 bud get
	-Don Clemens, Budget Committee Chair reviewed the district’s mission, acknowledged the volunteer committee members: Candice Falk, Kurt Kelsey, and Paul Hanson and presented 10 suggested project items:
*Purchase buoys for no wake and swimming beach

*Treat aquatic plants at beach area est. cost $500

*Include contingency fund for unplanned needs $1,000 - $2,000

*Build rain garden at Vets boat launch on Orchard Beach Lane
*Add native plants to HWY 48 ditch to reduce erosion and runoff. ( township assistance)

*More plant buffers for goose and duck control

*Lakeshore signage increased (Do Not Feed) to include reasons why  
*More lakeshore trash recepticals

*Alter Lake Educator’s job tasks to include “upstream education”. Explore grant to obtain summer intern to assist in cooperation with Barron County. 
*Native planting initiative for lake front property owners at 50% cost reimbursement up to $500 for 10 ft. by 30 ft. plantings on lakeshore. Suggest 5 to 10 sites cost est. $2,500 - $5,000.
See Budget Committee Report attached to the minutes.
-Stan Bergum, representing LHOF presented a planting request for two areas at the park area: a ½ acre area along the rail fencing cost estimate $1,500 and the walkway along the cement pillars estimated to cost $2,500.  
-Karen Wells suggested the lake district consider tax credit/ incentives for property owners similar to what she observed in Las Vegas where their Water Authority encourages replanting of desert plants instead of lawn grass.  
-Help to older citizens with planting and invasive plant removal was recommended 
- Consider lake educator position be a salaried position that would cover 12 month period. 

	8. Secretary’s Report – July 18, 2012

 meeting minutes for review/ approval  


	MMSC: Approval of the minutes of July 18, 2012.  Clemens/Genereau


	9. Treasurer’s Report/review and approval of bills

-Communications


	MMSC: to approve Treasurer’s report.  Michaelsen/Clemens

	10. Standing Committees: 

-D. Pitts- Grant information and updates on V& 53 construction
-Volunteer Hours

-D. Trigg-Lake Operations update 

-D. Graff- Lake Educator – report update 

-other activities
	- Pitts: received word from DNR that a $9,400 check was approved and will be paid to the district for the remaining eligible portion of one of our grants. Dave Blumer also reported on the remaining portion of the 3 year grant of  $17,900 final payment. It was noted as part of the grant submittal S.E.H. costs were $6,000 of which only one payment of $2,500 has so far been paid for consulting fees by the district.  This shortfall will be addressed at next month’s meeting.  

- Trigg: Lake operations: Tabled to next month

	 11. Buffer Zone:
	MMSC to move item forward  to after public input
Chair Pitts asked for any discussion. 
Nina Davies said she was responsible for the flyer.  She said she heard from four different sources that buffer zones were to be discussed.  The city has a mowing/cutting ordinance that buffers would violate, Dan Genereau responded that the cutting ordinance was rescinded by the council last year to allow vegetation to grow in lake shoreline areas or a buffer zone.  Davies said she is against tall plants blocking her view of the lake and the vegetation breeds bugs, mosquitoes, WNV, and ticks and lymes disease. Davies did not want plants like those on Main Street in her yard. Davies also said she does not fertilize near the lake, wants a nice lake, they pay taxes and don’t want to be forced to do buffer zone.   
-Larry Fleming said buffer zones are useful to hold the banks and he has let his go natural but he can selectively cut taller plants down with a weed whip.

-Karen Wells, Lakeshore Drive asked what does the DNR offer for information, and options for buffers?  She suggested people assess their personal situation to put in buffers and or compromise on what they can do.  Graff mentioned there are a number of landscapers in the area workshops are being held and vendors with a wide variety of native plants are out there.  DNR and other organizations handouts were at a table in back for everyone to take home.  Wells has background in marketing and suggested the LD make it palatable for it members by focusing on beauty and demonstration areas. Wells when asked indicated she would be willing to help the district.
-Pitts said there are and were classes offered for shoreline management attended by local landscapers. Clemens offered there is info on plants in a brochure that the Rotary put together that work in this area.

-Joan Wilson near the Narrows said the LD is the best kept secret in town, the paper ad was hard to find and where the meeting was being held.  She said the district should toot its own horn she learned a lot here tonight. She is in full support for what the lake district is doing. 
-Rose Aubart asked why did Dunn Co. do the 35 feet buffer?

-Chris Ester said that his grandparents live on Lake Menomen and folks down there point upstream and blame us. One thing they could do to control their own runoff even though it is a small percentage of problem was buffer zones to show others that they are serious.

-Jack Nelson notices that about 60% of lakeshore is natural which seems pretty good.  Jack asked if rock riprap is still legal it was when he built.  Pitts said it still is but harder to get permitted.  Wave action main issue with permitting. Nelson said that if lakeshore owners have to install buffers the city proper should have to as well.  Pitts said the LD would be there alongside owners demanding the same.
-Dan Nelson said he appreciates what the LD is doing. Dan hunts, fishes most of his property is forest but he feels if he sells a part gets sold and developed that should be his choice.  He sees the buffers as a little bit backwards since major problems like Bear Ck. runoff,  storm sewer runoff, piles of snow removed and stockpiled near the lake to run in, those issues go unaddressed.  Dan Graff recommended that pressure should be put on the city regarding storm sewers and snow removal piles.  Nelson mentioned the geese issue could be better handled with a Metro hunting permit to allow hunting geese on the lake.     

-Dredging was mentioned as an option? Very Expensive. It was considered in 1982 by the LD but the members nixed it because of the $1 million dollar project cost. Some dredging was done near the river but that area has since filled in with sediment.
-Caspersons provided the lake district with a CD of their dock area around their property.
- Randy Bena, Hawthorne Lane works in nutrient management and sells fertilizer and said the fertilizer companies are working on these issues. Bena supports buffers.  He advised that blowing leaves or grass into lake or street is wrong and folks should confine it to their land.  Bena noted there are bad apples in agriculture and on lakes.
Tara Beauchine, restoration ecologist has worked 10 years of her life doing plant restoration we are seeing mass extinction of plant and animals only 1% of prairie left.  What a benefit buffer zone plants do for diversity of plants, animals, and bird life. She worked on restoring the Schiltz Audobon Nature Center’s 200 acre prairie and sees direct benefits.  She said buffer zones are an excellent idea she commended the LD and hopes the LD gets everyone on board.
-Tony of  Tony’s Lawn service said he sees more buffer zone areas around the lake.  He recommends to owners to leave hillsides natural.  His company takes care to not blow debris, grass, leaves into lake or on streets, knowing they will go into storm sewers. He thanked the lake district for getting the word out on buffers.  

	 12. Set date for next meeting
	Sept 19th 8:30 AM

	13. Consideration of Adjournment
	MMSC 

	 Agenda items for next meeting
	-Casperson CD 
-S.E.H. final payment on grant 
-discussion of metro permit/ info from other lake associations
-Update from Barron Co. Sherriff Dept. on ice racing ordinance

- V and 53 update/contact EPA for input

-  red metal signage at all accesses

- year round salaried educator position

- AIS coordinator for summer i.e. summer intern

- proposed draft budget for 2013  

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	 

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	 

	
	


Mick Michaelsen, Sec.

Don Putnam, Treas. 

Posted on or before August 20, 2012

