
Agenda/Minutes

Rice Lake, Lake Protection and Rehabilitation District 

Posted: Town of Rice Lake Municipal Building, City Hall of Rice Lake, Rice Lake Area Chamber of Commerce

Place: City Hall, City of Rice Lake, 
30 East Eau Claire Street, Rice Lake, WI 54868 

Time: 8:30 AM 

Date: Wednesday, December 18, 2013 

	Agenda Item: 
	Notes: 

	1. Call to order/ acknowledge posting of meeting and agenda 
	Chair Pitts called the meeting to order at  8:30 AM.  Appropriate posting was confirmed.

	2. Roll Call 
	Don Clemens., Don Putnam, Dan Genereau, Mick Michaelsen, Jerry Gerber, Doug Pitts, Jerry McRoberts, Bruce Willers. S.E.H.
 Lake Scientist, Dave Blumer. Guest: Mary Hubler 


	3. Pledge of Allegiance 
	Recited

	4. Public Input (limit to five minutes) (No action can be taken) 
	None

	5. Secretary’s Report – September 18, 2013 meeting minutes, September 26, 2013 special meeting minutes for review/approval  

	MMSC: To approve the September 18, 2013 meeting minutes. McRoberts/Putnam
MMSC: To approve the September 26, 2013 special budget committee and hearing minutes.  Clemens/McRoberts


	6. Treasurer’s Report/review and approval of bills
-Communications
- Audit committee 
	Putnam reported  balances are: Checking: $3866.96 Money Market: $31,933.78
Audit Committee formed including Bruce Willers, Dan Genereau, and Jerry Gerber. Audit committee to meet on January 14, 2014 with Treasurer Putnam
MMSC: To approve Treasurer’s report and audit committee as proposed. Michaelsen/McRoberts

	7. Standing Committees: 

-D. Pitts- Grant information and updates
-Volunteer Hours

Lake Operations update 
Lake Educator – report update 
-other activities
	Pitts: Don Putnam and Doug Pitts are working on grant/receipts and checks for the December 31 deadline for the Comprehensive Lake Management Plan.
Dave Blumer: Ecological Integrity Services (Schieffer’s group) completed plant survey and large scale lake survey. The cost of the survey is covered under our grant and is completed every 5 years and could be done more frequently to verify trends we believe we are observing.  The last survey was done in 2008.  The findings:  Native plant growth is 2 feet shallower than 2008, decline in growth may be due to late spring, plant densities are about the same.   CLPW is still out there but down from 2008. Water quality is better based on secchi disk readings.  

Blumer handed out Comprehensive Management Plan along with an implementation and planning matrix.  Dave would like comments on these before deadline. Discussion ensued concerning future actions and issues in management plan/s. Projects in Comprehensive plan mirror closely what projects LD is considering in V/53. 

Volunteer Hours: Doug passed around volunteer hour log sheets to record hours.

Lake Educator:  Bruce Willers asked if Dave Blumer, Dan Graff, or someone from the board could attend January 14, 2014 City Council meeting and do a 5 to 15 minute presentation on what the LD is about and how our tax dollars benefit the property owner or the city. Discussion: Lake district has power points and other information previously shared with public and aired on the RL TV cable program, interviews with RL TV and RL radio. The importance of water quality to maintaining property values was discussed. Protecting the lake as a valuable resource for outdoor recreation is an asset to the local economy and people’s desire to live and work here. What we do and how we spend that money will be presented by Doug Pitts and Dan Genereau on January 14.  

	9. Election of officers for 2014:
Chair, Secretary, Treasurer
	Dan Genereau was nominated by Doug Pitts.  Pitts advised that he would continue on as chair if Genereau declined. Genereau said he has hesitated because he knows that it woyld be too much for him if the grants work would come along with the chair position. Pitts advised that he would continue on with the grant work as a part of his being a commissioner.  With that understanding Genereau accepted the nomination.  

Chair: Nominations: Dan Genereau. unanimous ballot cast
Secretary: Nominations: ( with recorder) Mick Michaelsen unanimous ballot cast

Treasurer: Don Putnam   Unanimous vote cast

	10. Consider meetings recorder, grants writer/coordinator, and lake operations manager
	Recorder: monies are available. Job post and job description Michaelsen will prepare. Pitts will remain grants coordinator, Michaelsen with some assistance from Pitts will work with operators this summer as operations manager.  MMSC: to post want ad in paper and develop job description:  $10.00 per hour not to exceed 10 hours per month. 
MMSC: To approve interview committee for recording secretary: Doug Pitts, Dan Genereau, Mick Michaelsen

	11. Consider establishing a committee to review proper development of Lake District ordinances/ or consider establishing lake district initiated law enforcement patrols and costs of LE personnel associated with each for boating/recreational safety laws  i.e., slow no wake buoys, DUI, disturbing the peace, and exhibition of speed  on ice. 
	Pitts: There are lake user conflicts in summer and winter. Dave Moin advised Pitts that there will be no county ordinance on ice racing, the county board didn’t move on it.  Moin said there were ice racers at the meeting no Lake District folks or anyone speaking up about the conflicts. This surprised some LD board members that a meeting occurred and LD  board members were not informed of an opportunity to be present at the meeting in Barron. Moin advised it is only him who enforces on lake and he has hundreds of lakes in county. A DNR conservation warden replacement for Russ Fell is possibly coming next month. The discussion turned to finding a way to get signage up as a deterrent to unsafe boating in summer or vehicular travel on the lake in winter. Mary Hubler indicated Mayor Harrington said from the city perspective he has no problem with slow no wake signage and the LD has the authority. Don Putnam advised that according to state law before the LD can be authorized it needs matching ordinances from the City and Town of Rice Lake in the area being considered or any other area on the lake where both jurisdictions are involved.  The key is we have existing laws that are not enforced but signs, and buoys can be self-enforcing for the majority of lake users. Dan Genereau asked how do we approach this issue and move in a positive direction: Is there an existing city ordinance?  Can we get identical ordinances from Town of Rice Lake and City? Are permits needed for signs at accesses?     

  MMSC: To approve a committee including Bruce Willers, Don Putnam, Mary Hubler to work on language, research what is required or exists and provide cost estimates to implement options and begin reporting back to board at January meeting. 

	12. County Ordinance update
	Jerry McRoberts asked if he should try to bring back ordinance issue to County Board knowing that it’s dead. Genereau asked that we keep trying and perhaps ask for a time to present our experiences to them. Genereau indicated if the City had an increase in crime another officer would be added or sought.  Genereau said he has been off this board for six months and this issue is still where it was last year.  Cooperation between the city and town and LD may be the way to go share expenses to put some enforcement presence on lake at key times.  There are snowmobile trail ambassadors that are recognized as eye witnesses by law enforcement the LD needs to contact them. 

	13. Update on V and 53 construction projects 
	Dave Blumer:  We have more projects than $70,000 can cover in watershed.  What Konop chooses to do will dictate $ left to spend on other projects.  Projects were submitted in November.  DOT said OK in early December. Memo of understanding has been signed between DOT/DNR. DOT transfers funds to DNR.  Blumer is waiting to hear from DNR on how they will disburse the funds to us.  Money will likely come to the Lake District account since Bear Lake Association isn’t set up to handle the funds.  Blumer mentioned that if we get Lake Protection grant approval this year we could use V/53 monies as match. Proposed grant deadline changes may delay projects since new date may move from May 1, 2014 to February 1, 2015.

	14. Consideration of  AIS coordinator/summer intern 
	tabled

	15. Set date for next meeting

Up next
	January 15th at 8:30 AM City Hall 

	16. Consideration of Adjournment
	MMSC: Adjourned 10:53 AM
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Mick Michaelsen, Sec.

Don Putnam, Treas. 

 Posted on or before December 16, 2013

