
Agenda/Minutes

Rice Lake, Lake Protection and Rehabilitation District 

Posted: Town of Rice Lake Municipal Building, 
City Hall of Rice Lake, Rice Lake Area Chamber of Commerce

Place: City Hall, City of Rice Lake, Council Chambers 30 East Eau Claire Street, Rice Lake, WI 54868
Time: 8:30 AM
Date: February 20, 2019                           
	Josh Estreen: Chair
	x
	Don Putnam: Treasurer/Town Rep.
	

	Mick Michaelsen: Secretary
	x
	Peter Gallagher/Commissioner
	x

	Doug Edwardsen/City Rep
	x
	Bob Anderson/County Rep
	x

	Peggy Nitz/Commissioner 
	x
	Dave Blumer/Lake Educator
	x

	Randy Bina/Commissioner
	 
	Rod Olson/WQ&LP committee
	x

	Mike Cragg/ Guest
	x
	
	


	  Agenda Item: 
	Notes: 

	1. Call to order. Acknowledge posting of meeting minutes and agenda 
	Chair Estreen called the meeting to order at 8:35 a.m. Posting was confirmed.

	2. Roll Call 
	See box above. Attendees indicated by an “x”.

	3. Pledge of Allegiance

	Recited

	4. Public Input (limited to five minutes)

    No action can be taken
	none

	5. Secretary’s Report – Michaelsen 
January 16, 2019 meeting minutes for approval. 
	Michaelsen sought a motion to approve the January 16, 2019 minutes as drafted. MMSC: To approve to January16, 2019 minutes. All in favor. Approved.

	6. Treasurer’s Report – Putnam

-Review/approval 

-Communications: Directors insurance for board members? 
	Michaelsen distributed the monthly financial activity and checking and money market balances for Treasurer Don Putnam. Putnam was travelling out of state for his church annual relief mission. As of January 31, 2019 Money market balance is $55,798.25 and checking account balance is $34,686.28. It was noted that $75,000 transfer from the money market account was made to make a down payment to Aquarius Systems to begin construction of a harvester. MMSC: To approve the Treasurer’s report. All in favor. Approved.    

	7.  Update harvester contract signed. Follow up Communication with bidders.
	 The contract with Aquarius to build the new harvester was signed on January 28, 2019 by Chair, Josh Estreen, Treasurer, Don Putnam, and Secretary, Mick Michaelsen and a down payment of $75,000 was sent to the company. Inland Lakes Harvesters and Aquarius were contacted on January 16, 2019 and informed of the board approving the harvester bid to Aquarius. Inland Lakes requested an explanation as to why the contract was awarded to Aquarius. An initial approval of the Inland bid was rescinded to allow for a more detailed review by a committee assigned by the board. The committee outlined the following factors favoring the Aquarius proposal:   the tilt deck trailer, stainless steel hydraulic lines, engine size included in the Aquarius bid, and a security bond as required by Lake District by laws for public bidding.   

	8. Acknowledging Mike Cragg as Commissioner and for his service to the Lake District and Mary Ann and Dick Pebler for their land donation to the Lake District. Wetland conservancy sign size and placement location this spring.      
	Mike Cragg was awarded a plaque from the Lake District Board for his term as Commissioner and his dedicated committee work heading up the Lake Protection and Water Quality Committee. He acknowledged that without the help he received especially from Rod Olson, Amanda Kostner, and other members of the committee and community volunteers the projects would not have been completed. Infiltration basins, rain garden projects, and native plantings around the shores of Rice Lake are a testament to Mike’s efforts. Dick and Mary Ann Pebler were awarded a plaque from the Board for their generous donation of land and wetlands totaling approximately 14 acres. The Peblers have moved but they were contacted and were thrilled to receive the recognition. Their plaque was mailed to them. Photos were taken of Mike receiving his plaque. Signage will be placed at the former Pebler property denoting it as Wetland Conservation Area.   

	9. Discuss and Consider LD participation with Rice Lake Historical Fund – Rod Olson/board.
	Rod Olson discussed the plans underway to accent our lake. Wooly mammoth is now a feature and there is much excitement from the community and donations are being sought with two more sculptures to go up with the next at Indian Mounds Park to emphasize the native culture and permanent settlements here for more than 2,000 years and ancient geologic times.  The board will consider if the historical fund participation fits in its mission and becoming a donor. This request will be an item on next month’s agenda.

	10. Standing Committees: 

a. Finance – Putnam: Audit team selection and audit date set.
b. Lake Operations/CB/CW – Michaelsen: lake operations/Pacholski: CBCW     

c. Lake Education – Blumer: Grants updates:   

d. Lake Protection & Water Quality –chair position (formerly Mike Cragg) presently vacant   
e. Public Information – Estreen: Project updates 

f. Inter-governmental -
g. Nominating – 
	a. No report. Audit team selected next month.
b. No report

c. No report

d. Peter Gallagher and Peggy Nitz graciously accepted sharing chair position of the committee. Mike Cragg agreed to be a volunteer worker. LD needs an organizing work group in the committee. Consider an annual contract with Amanda Kostner and plan for maintenance at all sites: beach walk, arnold’s landing, narrows park, fairgrounds, etc.
e. Committee will meet next Tuesday February 26.

f. No report

	11. Update on proposal(s) for trade/purchase of new ford truck.
	Postponed until fleet information is confirmed. Plan to seek a bid from local dealer. 

	12. Update LD by laws and conformance with Chapter 33, Statutes. Committee
	This item will be removed from the agenda. All entities city, town, county have property in the district and by laws establish each as a voting board member. Our attorney may be asked to review the statute and by laws and provide the board with their opinion. 

	13. Committee action plan addressing large boat wake/wave impacts to lake shoreline, safety, and user conflict. 
	Public information committee address this matter and come back to the board with a recommendation.

	14. Discussion of AIS boat decontamination on Rice Lake. 
	Doug Edwardsen emphasized that originally he brought this issue up to advise the board what other lakes have set up for AIS control at landings. Washburn and Burnett counties have ordinances (AIS control of zebra mussels) established to set up decontamination stations by owner applied spray application of chlorinated water on boat hulls. Doug recommends further discussion with Lisa Burns, Sharon Pacholski, city staff about our boat wash site at Stein being functional again, CB/CW inspectors being involved with keeping wash station functional, and consider feasibility of decontamination at both landings on a volunteer basis.  

	15. Review LD annual expenditure of budgeted $300 to LHOF conservancy and other LD assistance on LHOF projects.   
	Don Putnam reviewed last year and 2016 budgets and did not find any LHOF expenditures of the $300 line item set aside for their use. No billings were received.

	16.  Member comments 

      Not for action/consideration
	With Faulkner Social Media obligation complete and the Scott Faulkner not in the area any longer, a discussion ensued about how we can continue on with face book, website, and technology updates. Photos into our website or face book sites. The public information committee will be addressing the matter at their meeting and propose some solutions to the board at its next meeting. One possible source of getting contacts into our website or face book would be the regular contacts Sharon Pacholski and CB/CW inspectors have with boaters and fisherpersons at the landings. 

	17. Follow up for next meeting

      Items addressed at current meeting
	*Participating in RL Historical Fund
*Select Audit team and date

*Public Relations Committee meeting report (website, face book)

*AIS control at landings, stein boat wash station maintenance and decontamination at landings

	18. Set date for next meeting
	March 20, 2019

	19. Consideration of Adjournment

	MMSC: to adjourn at 10:07 a.m.

	20. Agenda items added for next meeting:
	*CB/CW 2019 proposed program –Sharon Pacholski

	
	

	 
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	


Posted on or before February 18, 2019
Submitted by: M. Michaelsen, Secretary RLLP&RD


