
Agenda/Minutes

Rice Lake, Lake Protection and Rehabilitation District 

Posted: Town of Rice Lake Municipal Building, City Hall of Rice Lake, Rice Lake Area Chamber of Commerce

Place: City Hall, City of Rice Lake, Council Chambers 30 East Eau Claire Street, Rice Lake, WI 54868 

Time: 8:30 AM 

Date: Wednesday, January 16, 2013 

	Agenda Item: 
	Notes: 

	1. Call to order/ acknowledge posting of meeting and agenda 
	Called to Order @8:30 AM, Posting OKAY

	2. Roll Call 
	Doug Pitts, Don Putnam, Mick Michaelsen, Dan Genereau, Don Clemens., Dennis Trigg 
Guests: John Gozdzialski-DNR, Don Gutkowski-DOT, David Larson-DOT, Mark Hughes- DOT

	3. Pledge of Allegiance 
	recited

	4. Public Input (limit to five minutes) (No action can be taken) 
	None 

	5. Secretary’s Report – December 19, 2012 meeting minutes for review/ approval  

	MMSC: For approval of December 19, 2012 meeting minutes

Clemens/Trigg 

	6. Treasurer’s Report/review and approval of bills

-Communications

	Doug Pitts was presented with his oath of office signed by officers.  Pitts commented on pay to commissioners should be stated i.e. itemized amount is better method for meeting our grant match.
MMSC: For approval of treasurer’s report and approval of bills Michaelsen/Trigg

	7. Standing Committees: 

-D. Pitts- Grant information and updates
-Volunteer Hours

-D. Trigg-Lake Operations update 

-D. Graff- Lake Educator – report update 
-other activities
	-Pitts said all of Dan Graff’s salary is applicable to the education portion of the grant.  The district is in the third and final year of our grant. Pitts will pull together volunteer hours soon to submit to DNR this spring.  He is asking everyone to continue submitting volunteer hours.  
-Trigg said the 4 wheeler track was plowed much further to the west on north end of lake and one race event held.  A separate car ice racing track was plowed but will interfere with a number of ice fishing shacks and fishermen. The vehicle safety setback distance of 100 feet and 10 mph speed limit cannot be met.  Numerous confrontations occurred and a meeting was held on the ice with racing organizers, fishermen, and County and DNR Law Enforcement. Issues are continuing to mount with more ice shacks and fisherman staying in area this year and fishing over cribs.  Good catches of pan fish and pike are a regular occurrence. These user conflicts are becoming serious safety issues and have been pushed to the forefront with the County Board and County District Attorney. Conservation Warden Fell advised that he has discussed disturbing the peace type activities, unsafe operation on the lake with the Barron County District Attorney’s Office. Should they occur after 11:00 p.m. he advised people to report to County dispatcher at (715) 537-3106 and then him at (715) 645-0050 he will investigate complaints and work with County LE if a citation or arrest is warranted.  Under state statue, the Lake District could do traffic ordinance if authority is delegated to the district by town, village, or city. 

	8. Discussion with DNR/DOT Hwy’s. V and 53 construction, erosion protection, 2013 construction, restoration update
	Pitts reordered the agenda and moved this discussion to item 5.   Pitts asked representatives from DNR and DOT what remedies are taking place and expressed our concern about east side construction runoff this coming construction season.  John G. said that looking back this was a huge project.  Soil material left the site impacted 6 wetlands. DOT biologists and DNR biologists are surveying invertebrates, fish and habitat to determine if there are discernible impacts from the runoff downstream in Bear Creek and beyond.  There are plans to restore wetlands. Communications are important and will hopefully be improved. Both agencies are relooking at state wide erosion policy. Clemens said DNR is responsible for the Clean Water Act and reporting wetlands violations to Federal EPA. John G. said wetlands violations are reported to U.S. Army Corps of Engineers not typically to EPA. Mark Hughes said 20% of soil is left to move to date. DOT is still working on ECIP (erosion control implementation plan) for east side. Last year fine clay soils/glacial silt created the turbid water combined with larger area opened than originally planned made it impossible for the system to hold it. DOT and contractors hauled out 20 tanker loads of turbid water to get ahead of the problem and create more on site storage for water/run off. Normal run off silt fences don’t hold this soil type and went through barriers. No project leader/construction people foresaw the problems with the runoff.  Is there any hope for restoration?  John G. noted DNR gathered biological data last year and an assessment of biologic impact is underway. There will be a document of findings.  Was there a discernible impact to the Creek and lakes? Trigg noted there are impacts to the wetlands with excessive sediment in bottom of wetlands. What do you do to restore? John G. some wetlands are cleaned out by hand or machine, fringe wetlands are more sensitive will be monitored and addressed in some way in 2013, also state is negotiating with private land owner sediment removal of wetland.
Clemens said the district has a responsibility if we believe the systems installed to protect our water resource were insufficient or violations occurred we feel an obligation to contact: the River Alliance, Wisconsin Lakes Association, Red Cedar Basin Group, EPA, and Wisconsin Wetlands Association.  We will wait to see the results of the studies, findings before we explore that option. 

-What‘s going to happen this summer: Learned a lot last summer. ‘Comedy’ of errors via multiple rain events.  Use BMP’s on the sites. Food grade flocculants were used on the site last year to retain/stabilize the soils.
-Future Construction: DOT will hook up Highway V on west side, cut down highway 53 north lane to match south lane.  DOT looking to use intermediate center area to retain runoff water, and considering creating a dam north of highway V to retain upstream runoff.   Handling runoff is being added to contract and plans are being brain stormed and  spray fields also being considered for excess water.  LD would like info share with our lake scientist, S.E.H.  DOT has a working group and an onsite meeting is planned.  Lake district reps are invited.  ECIP needs approval.   John G. will get us the wetlands report. Will be sent to the lake district email site.  We appreciated DNR/DOT attending our meeting and look forward to more information and communication in the future.

	9. Discussion: Lake and watershed protection project ideas for comprehensive plan 
	 -This item will be on next month’s agenda start thinking about ideas.

	10. Does the LD want to proceed with providing a budget breakdown of LD operations like aquatic plant management costs for cutting, harvesting, chemical treatment for website/public information (i.e. lake associations)
	-The budget already lays it out by budget item. Specific requests will be addressed as needed. 

	11. Discuss defining or refining lake educator’s tasks for 2013 summer season. 
	We have 900 hours of CB/CW volunteer hours (minus 62 hours in the match for Dan Graff) the remaining hours go toward our education grant match.  City beach is it not in our mission or in our budget Dan Graff has higher priority lake related projects. The LD sees the old public beach as a city issue requiring city coordination and maintenance. LD would like to have a list of items that Dan Graff is proposing for the summer along with planned time away.    Dan Genereau recommended heading up a volunteer organization for clean boats (sub Committee) to keep involved with lake district objectives. Dan Genereau ends his term on City Council in April. Consider more sub committees.

	12. Review draft letter from Chairman to Moon Lake residents who attended annual meeting.
	Draft letter was reviewed comments were received from Don Clemens and Dave Blumer, letter to be signed by Chairman and sent out in about a week.  

	13. Is there a volunteer willing to contact DNR to obtain new signs for accesses for install this spring? 
	Doug Pitts will check with Dave Blumer. Digger’s hot line.

	14. Set date for next meeting

Up next: Mick Michaelsen
	February 20th. 8:30 a.m. in Newton Room.

	15. Consideration of Adjournment
	MMSC: approve motion to adjourn Clemens/Michaelsen 10.22 AM

	 Agenda Items


	Dan Graff: 2013 objectives/goals
Comprehensive plan grant/ lake protection/Watershed protection ideas

Find a new individual to do CB/CW training at landings
Dan Genereau Committee appointment volunteer CB/CW 

	 
	

	 
	 

	
	

	 
	

	 
	

	
	

	
	 

	
	


Mick Michaelsen, Sec.

Don Putnam, Treas. 

 Posted on or before January 15, 2013

