
Agenda/Minutes

Rice Lake, Lake Protection and Rehabilitation District 

Posted: Town of Rice Lake Municipal Building, 
City Hall of Rice Lake, Rice Lake Area Chamber of Commerce

Place: City Hall, City of Rice Lake, Council Chambers 30 East Eau Claire Street, Rice Lake, WI 54868
Time: 8:30 AM
Date: July 18, 2018                           
	Josh Estreen: Chair
	x
	Don Putnam: Treasurer/Town Rep.
	x

	Mick Michaelsen: Secretary
	x
	Mike Cragg/LD Commissioner
	x

	Doug Edwardsen/City Rep
	x
	Bob Anderson/County Rep
	x

	Peggy Nitz/LD Commissioner
	x
	Dave Blumer/Lake Educator
	x

	
	 
	Rod Olson/WQ&LP committee
	

	
	
	
	


	  Agenda Item: 
	Notes: 

	1. Call to order. Acknowledge posting of meeting minutes and agenda 
	Chair Estreen called the meeting to order at 8:32 a.m. Posting of the meeting was confirmed. Chair noted citizen attendance and appreciated their interest in the agenda. 

	2. Roll Call 
	Board members present are marked with an X above in the box. Guests: Peter Gallagher, Marty Gallagher, Voldemars (Wally) Narins, Cole Fisher representing the Deerings, David J, Jacobs, Mark Lenmark, Judy Lenmark, Tom Field, Pete Kleusch, Fred Luden, Jay Koening, Jim Czalkowski 

	3. Pledge of Allegiance

	Recited

	4. Public Input (limited to five minutes)

    No action can be taken
	None

	5. Secretary’s Report – Michaelsen (Putnam)
June 20, 2018 meeting minutes for approval.
	Michaelsen reviewed the draft minutes and the actions taken by the board at the June 20, 2018 meeting and sought a motion to approve. MMSC: To approve the minutes as drafted. Anderson/Nitz. Approved. All in favor.   

	6. Treasurer’s Report – Putnam

-Review/approval 

-Communications

	Putnam presented as of 6/29/18 the checking balance at $25,076.30 and the money market balance of $139,750.33 which increased due to $38,500 from the Dept. of Administration grant from the Waterways Commission and a $30,000 transfer approved last month from checking. A bill for $1,487.50 was received from Bulldozin for repair work on the Barron County Fair Grounds infiltration basin. The check will not be issued until the Lake District receives word if it was an engineering issue or construction shortfall. Tyler Gruetzmacher will be contacted by Chair Estreen to get clarification. MMSC: To approve the Treasurer’s report.  Edwardsen/Michaelsen. Approved. All in Favor. 

	7. Public Informational Presentation:  Presence of a hybrid form of Eurasian Water Milfoil in the lake and what action has been taken to respond to physically remove and chemically treat the invasive plant.  Blumer 
	 Dave Blumer of LEAPS presented a power point describing the new invasive plant Hybrid Water Milfoil (HWM) recently found in Clearwater bay, this is a hybrid form of Eurasian Water Milfoil. This species has been proven to be aggressive in lakes choking out native aquatic plants in Wisconsin Lakes and elsewhere in the nation. A map has been produced where we have found it in Clearwater Bay it has not been found outside of the bay. A rapid response grant has been applied for and approved to investigate the lake as a whole and take action to remove and chemically treat it with the help of scuba diver, LEAPS, and Lake District harvester operators. Harvester cutting of native plants in navigational channels in Clearwater Bay will not be done this year. The extent of the HWM is such that chemical treatment will be used initially on about .75 acre of the bay and chemical treatment application of the entire navigational channels in Clearwater bay is being requested of the DNR. General discussion with those in attendance and board members followed Blumer’s presentation. Following the discussion the board discussed and considered approval of chemical treatment in Clearwater Bay.  MMSC: To approve chemical treatment of HWM to remove it from Clearwater Bay and to chemically treat native plants in navigational channels in 2018. Approved by voice vote. All in favor.      

	8. Discuss proposed tank farm which may be located on Stump Lake and consider any action or formal position if any from the Lake District. Board/LD members and citizen comments 
	The Lake District Board as a whole became aware of the proposed tank farm at the June meeting from the public input of Tom and Diane Field. Tom Field addressed the board and provided an aerial video of the proposed site and identified areas of potential runoff to Stump Lake if it were to occur. Further comments were made by all 12 attendees about the prospect of the tank farm’s negative affect to their lake property, threat of pollution, the lack of any notice of the zoning change to these property owners, and change to the tranquility of living on the lake. A request was made to the Lake District Board as advocates for Rice lake and lakeshore protection of the watershed to consider taking some action. MMSC: To construct a formal opinion against the proposed location of the proposed tank farm, the letter written by the Chair and sent to the Barron County Zoning Committee and David Gifford, Director of Land Services. Approved by voice vote. 6 in favor and 1 no vote. The no vote was cast by LD Treasurer and Town of Rice Lake Board Supervisor,  Don Putnam who requested it be so noted.

	9. Standing Committees: 

a. Finance – Putnam 
b. Lake Operations/CB/CW – Michaelsen: lake operations CBCW: summer update     
c. Lake Education – Blumer: Grants updates
d. Lake Protection & Water Quality – Cragg: project(s) update: BCFG infiltration basin fixes and planting update.
e. Public Information – Estreen: Project updates 
f. Inter-governmental -
g. Nominating – Commissioner vacancy 
	a. Putnam advised the board to begin thinking about next year’s budget. Budget discussion will be on August meeting agenda.
b. Michaelsen reported on Jeff Smith sudden need for gallbladder surgery and Lyle Holub taking on more responsibility and doing quite well for the interim. Meeting with Aquarius staff July 11 about new harvester features. CB/CW Pacholski reports successful July 4th inspectors and volunteers worked 24 hours, inspected 47 boats and 89 people contacted. Season total as of July 5th 272 hours, 480 boats and 867 people contacted. 

c. Blumer: Rapid Response grant has been signed by LD.

d. Cragg: The BCFG infiltration basin planting is scheduled for August 8 and he is looking for volunteers please let him know if you or others can make it.

e. Estreen: New brochure is done and is being printed. 

	10. By-Laws needing updating and consider changes as recommended for approval at the annual meeting. Putnam  
	The addition of nonresident property owners will be included in the bylaws for consideration for approval at the October Annual meeting.

	11. Consider approval of funds, and date for placement of signage for former Pebler property designating it protected watershed (land, waters, and wetlands)
	Perfect Sign Image will be contracted to prepare signage for the former Pebler property. MMSC: To approve signage stating: Pebler Wetland and Shoreline Protection Area Rice Lake, Lake Protection and Rehabilitation District. All in favor Approved. 

	12. Update regarding trespass and excavation at Lake District Clearwater Bay property. Consider any follow up action in response.  
	In late June Operations staff, Jeff Smith and Lyle Holub discovered a backhoe and freshly dug excavation on LD Clearwater Bay property. A meeting with the contractor was held on the same day. They were advised by Board members that they had trespassed and were asked to immediately fix the disturbance. Tyler Gruetzmacher provided the contractor with an itemized list to protect the lake from erosion runoff and repair the property. The site was repaired at their cost. This work was done by the contractor to unplug a storm sewer drain line that was flooding their trailer park street. Had the drain been checked first which had a flower pot jammed in it there would have been no need to trespass to dig on LD property.  No contact was made with the owner who authorized the work. 

	13.  Member comments 

      Not for action/consideration

	None made

	14. Follow up for next meeting

      Items addressed at current meeting
	

	15. Set date for next meeting
	August 15, 2018

	16. Consideration of Adjournment

	MMSC: To adjourn at 11:15 a.m.

	17. Agenda items added for next meeting:
	*2019 Budget discussion
*Interviews of LD by UW Stout research assistants
*Air particulates from Besse Wood Product plant falling on land and entering lake

* Discuss Stewardship funding available for Lake Districts to purchase and protect shorelines for conservancy 

	
	

	 
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	


Posted on or before July 16, 2018
Submitted by: M. Michaelsen, Secretary RLLP&RD


