
Agenda/Minutes

Rice Lake, Lake Protection and Rehabilitation District 

Posted: Town of Rice Lake Municipal Building, City Hall of Rice Lake, Rice Lake Area Chamber of Commerce

Place: City Hall, City of Rice Lake, Council Chambers

 30 East Eau Claire Street, Rice Lake, WI 54868 

Time: 8:30 AM 

Date: Wednesday, March 20, 2013 

	Agenda Item: 
	Notes: 

	1. Call to order/ acknowledge posting of meeting and agenda 
	Call to order by Chairman Pitts at 8:33 a.m.

	2. Roll Call 
	Don Putnam, Doug Pitts, Don Clemens, Jerry McRoberts, Dan Genereau, Dennis Trigg, Mick Michaelsen. S.E.H. Lake Scientist Dave Blumer Guest: Randy Bina   Procedural note:  Dan Genereau will end his council term since he is not seeking re-election on April 2. Dan’s last council meeting is on April 9.  Genereau said the Mayor will appoint a new council member to LD liaison or possibly an interim appointee until a selection is made.

	3. Pledge of Allegiance 
	Recited 

	4. Public Input (limit to five minutes) (No action can be taken) 
	None

	5. Secretary’s Report – February 20, 2013 meeting minutes for approval   

	MMSC:  To approve February 20, 2013 meeting minutes Genereau/ Trigg

	6. Treasurer’s Report/review and approval of bills

-Communications
- Audit committee report
	Putnam presented current balance and checking account, distributed monthly bills paid.  Insurance liability established for commissioners.  MMSC: To approve the Treasurer’s report and approval of bills for February Clemens/McRoberts

	7. Standing Committees: 

-D. Pitts- Grant information and updates
-Volunteer Hours

-D. Trigg-Lake Operations update 

-D. Graff- Lake Educator – report update 
-other activities
	Pitts said AIS education grant final payment of $9,845 was received from DNR and deposited into Lake district account. Volunteer hours have to be related to the grants to be considered as a match.

Dan Genereau is willing to head up a volunteer effort to get Muskies Inc., and Bass Masters clubs or other groups involved in CB/CW and coordinate it with Dan Graff. Genereau sees attending club meetings and presenting information on invasive species, CB/CW, as essential to get them involved.


	8. computer intern proposal
	 LD will develop a job description for April meeting. Set an hourly rate and set maximum hours for project work with Dan Graff.  Post position and interview candidates in early/mid May. 

	9. Staff pay raises
	Trigg mentioned that cost of living increases of 2.0% to 2.7% were given to county employees this year and we may want to consider raises in that range to our paid staff.  MMSC:  To approve an increase of 50 cents per hour to operators and lake educator. Trigg/McRoberts

	10. Progress update on county ordinance on ice racing, safety, lake use activities.
	Chair Pitts said he contacted Barron County Administrator Jeff French.  Pitts explained to French some of the observed conflicts between ice fishermen and racing proponents that have occurred over the winter.  Pitts asked Jerry McRoberts if McRoberts would sponsor the ordinance (draft) that addresses safety, noise, littering, speed limits on the ice. McRoberts agreed. Pitts asked that a copy of the draft ordinance be sent to Administrator French.   

	11. Randy Bina volunteer discussion
	Bina informed the LD that he is a sales consultant for River Country – Cenex.  He has lived in the area all his life. He is committed to reducing phorphorus and reducing erosion runoff and has seen agriculture practices improve tremendously over the past decades.  Randy lives on Hawthorne Lane on Clearwater Bay he sees the direct impact of poor erosion control practices just as we do. He said he knows nearly every farmer up and down the Red Cedar River. He is an ambassador for agriculture has worked on conservation projects on Red Cedar and Hay River Priority Project. Bina presented the LD with a guide to Environmentally Sound Practices for Wisconsin Farmers/Farmland Conservation Choices. The guide lists 20 different things farm operations can do to successfully keep soil on upland and improve water quality. Chair Pitts said we need a contact like Randy to start a dialogue with the ag community and assist the LD since we are just a small number of volunteers operating the LD.  Dave Blumer emphasized engaging farmers is especially important as the LD enters comprehensive planning grant with focus on water quality protection.  Bina was asked if he knows of farmers who would want to engage in conservancy or protection.  If the LD is successful with its grants there can be grant help available to make some of these ideas happen.  Bina advised that the LD may want to think about the best way to get this going i.e., draft a letter to farmers, forest managers,/loggers with the intent of having informal meetings either among themselves and LD attends.  Bina feels there are quite a number of farming operators out there that have installed conservation measures or would have some great ideas and be receptive to protecting water resources. They are all committed to keeping their topsoil in place where it does the most good.     

	12. S.E.H. contract increase for 2012 and 2013
	Pitts: LD has already agreed to sign change order  as smaller segments.  $1,006.00 added to existing 2012 contract that overlaps to 2013.  $6,000 increase was previously approved for the aquatic plant management plan and  report that will cover 2013/2014 contract. Pitts said he will sign the contract changes and return to S.E.H. 

	13. Update from DNR/DOT on V and 53  water quality/sediment impacts report to Bear Ck., Stump Lake and Rice Lake  and any other updates  
	Michaelsen and Blumer attended a 3/15/13 meeting at DNR Spooner Office with DNR Staff, Amy Cronk and Bill Clark.  DNR reviewed their Bear Creek System Water Quality Assessment Report with us.  DNR is seeking ideas to remediate Bear Creek, Bear Lake Haugen Flowage, Stump and Rice Lake from citizens by March 27, 2013.  Blumer and Michaelsen identified 10 ideasthat were summarized in meeting minutes by DNR.   Electronic copies of the DNR report were sent to LD board and others.  Comments and ideas can be sent individually to DNR to Amy Cronk.  
MMSC: To contract with S.E.H. in a sum not to exceed $2,500.00 to research remediation ideas and estimate their associated costs for further investigation, sediment removal, habitat work and fish, shore, or vegetation restoration to stream and lakes. Clemens/Trigg

	14. Old swimming beach city update – Dan Genereau
	Genereau said the Park board was concerned about the road being in close proximity to kids and traffic and insufficient parking at the site.  There are no shower or bathroom facilities at the site. While the LD would like to see a beach on Rice Lake it appears to be totally at the discretion of the city. LD feels it should wrap up its involvement as soon as possible and turn it over to the city.  This is a frustrating issue since our Lake Educator, Dan Graff is under the impression that the city supports reopening the beach. Graff has made a promise a public commitment that a beach would be in place this year.  Graff is planning to complete his coordination effort with sand blanket permit, volunteers, etc., but the LD advises it is not comfortable with Graff’s valuable time spent on this if city council is not committed to it. LD believes the council would have to formally reopen the beach. Citizens may need to petition the council to get it to consider taking action.  Trigg mentioned swimmers were attracted to Orchard Beach landing because of the good water quality (7 to 10 feet secchi disc readings) that just isn’t the case at the old beach.  Trigg said cleaning the beach would not be a problem for operators on a daily basis but at times water quality, swimmers itch, and algal blooms are detractors. Genereau said that the city has advertised to fill a half time recreational coordinator and so far there are three excellent candidates interested.  LD hopes the new coordinator will make a city beach reality a number one priority either at the old location or locating a new site on the lake.    

	15. Midwest Aquacare proposal for 5.5 acre CLPW treatment.
	Tabled no proposal sought from the company as of March 20.

	16. Bird park status
	Genereau reported that from the city council perspective nothing is going on regarding the sanctuary.  Genereau said the lease agreement signing date beginning the sanctuary was illegible. Lake District believes it should remain as it is a natural area regardless of who owns or administrates it. 

	17. Lake Educator priority list
	Pitts summarized Graff’s plan for summer 2013: 

Public contacts around lake same as last year 

Conduct annual lake fair, do Aquafest lake fair, participate in parade

Barron County Fair booth 40 hours planned

Farm Technology Days booth 7/9 to 7/11

Chronotype Panorama article planned on weed cutting 8 articles done last year. This is why we need help from computer person.

Brill, Bear, Red Cedar canoe trips: standardize type of documentation, try to get biotic index, flow rates, photos and video.
General discussions with owners about issues

Graff needs support if LD wants beach



	18. Red Cedar Watershed Conference
	Doug Pitts, Don Putnam, Rosanne Michaelsen, Mick Michaelsen attended for LD.  The focus was on phosphorus in the water and river how this elemental nutrient gets there in over abundance.  Talks on volunteerism, land ethic, cooperative no till farming by local farmers and  county extension in Dunn and St. Croix counties.    

	19. Set date for next meeting

Up next 
	April 17, 2013 @ 8:30 am.

	20. Consideration of Adjournment
	MMSC: 11:12 a.m. 
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Mick Michaelsen, Sec.

Don Putnam, Treas. 


