
Agenda/Minutes

Rice Lake, Lake Protection and Rehabilitation District 

Posted: Town of Rice Lake Municipal Building, City Hall of Rice Lake, Rice Lake Area Chamber of Commerce

Place: City Hall, City of Rice Lake, 30 East Eau Claire Street, 
Rice Lake, WI 54868 

Time: 10:00 AM 

Date: Wednesday, May 15, 2013 

	Agenda Item: 
	Notes: 

	1. Call to order/ acknowledge posting of meeting and agenda 
	Don Clemens designated Chair by request from Doug Pitts and agreement of the board. Clemens called meeting to order at 10:03 a.m.

	2. Roll Call 
	Don Clemens, Mick Michaelsen, Jerry McRoberts, Don Putnam, Bruce Willers
Absent: Doug Pitts, Dennis Trigg
Guests: Mayor Steve Harrington, Dave Blumer, Dan Graff

	3. Pledge of Allegiance 
	Recited

	4. Public Input (limit to five minutes) (No action can be taken) 
	none

	5. Secretary’s Report – April 17, 2013 meeting minutes for review/ approval  

	MMSC: To approve the April 17, 2013 meeting minutes McRoberts/Putnam

	6. Treasurer’s Report/review and approval of bills

-Communications

	Proxy vote of Lake District to sign petition approved McRoberts/Michaelsen
Putnam handed out the 2013 harvesting permit and chemical treatment permit has been sent and both are approved. Credit card limit was increased from $1,500 to $2,000.  

MMSC: To approve Treasurer’s checking and balance report McRoberts/Michaelsen

	7. Standing Committees: 

-D. Pitts- Grant information and updates
-Volunteer Hours

-D. Trigg-Lake Operations update 

-D. Graff- Lake Educator – report update 
-other activities
	General Discussion:  Dave Blumer discussed comprehensive grant application process, the lake protection/watershed projects are starting to take shape, and June 30 2013 date for submittal of application in order to compete for funding in 2014.  Volunteer hours need to be logged and submitted before the deadline. Canoeing the tributaries and river need to occur before June 30 and observer information submitted in application.
Bruce Willers asked about LD budget for harvesting operations and who would be most knowledgeable about it. Willers advised to contact Dennis Trigg for overview of LD harvesting operation (CLPW and navigation channels), boats, trucks, land disposal, and operations staff.
Jerry McRoberts suggested that the LD have a meeting on the Lake on the pontoon this summer.

	8. Introduction – Bruce Willers, City Council representative to LD 
	Bruce Willers was recently elected councilman to District 1 and appointed to be city representative to the Lake District. Willers said he is excited by the opportunity to be on the LD board and is looking forward to learning about the district and the lake.  Willers moved to Rice Lake area in 1973 attended WITC worked for a period for the city, runs a construction business.  His business at one point contracted with the LD to haul lake weeds for disposal.  Willers wants to give back to the community he also said he takes his liaison role seriously and hopes to build more cooperation between all entities.  Treasurer Putnam provided Bruce with a packet of information on lake management, LD by-laws and other lakes information.  Dan Graff provided Bruce with A Brief History of the Lake District and a host of  lake education related material for his review.

	9. County Ordinance update
	McRoberts updated: Not much new but ordinance is progressing.  It will come up at the next County Law Enforcement Committee meeting.  Clemens said citizens have brought the use conflicts on the ice to the attention of the LD, it is not necessarily that people are against racing but disturbing the peace at all hours, littering, lack of sanitary facilities, noise, encroachment on ice fisherman and shacks, etc., happens in and around the plowed tracks on the ice. Clemens wondered if it is time to send LD representatives and advise citizens to voice their concerns at the next county meeting on this issue. Clemens recommended that the topic be kept on next month’s agenda.

	10. Hiring committee for computer project position
	MMSC: To appoint a hiring committee composed of Mick Michaelsen, Dan Graff, Don Clemens (Putnam/McRoberts)   Secretary was requested to schedule and notice a special meeting for May 23, 2013 at 8:00 a.m. to hear hiring committee recommendation and consider LD approval of recommended applicant. 

	11. Wis. Lakes Association Conference highlights
	Don Clemens attended the April 10, 2013 Wisconsin Lakes Partnership Convention in Green Bay. Don handed out an outline he prepared and reviewed the highlights of the convention. It is attached to the official minutes. Please note important reference information is available on Small Lakes Management, and lake plant identification materials. Endothol is biodegradable contains acetic acid and malic acid decomposed by microbes residual is carbon dioxide and water.  Rod Olson, Desair Lake Association received the statewide 2013 Stewardship Citizen Award a fantastic achievement for a truly dedicated lake champion. UW-M David Gorman talked on future water demands and their effects on water resources, people and recreation. Ken Johnson, DNR Water Division there are 180 exotics in Great Lakes, 2010 WQ exceptions are now possible, pH exchanges and state wetlands laws allow mitigation, irrigation wells impacts to lakes under study, and Penokee Hills Mine DNR will abide by limits of political decisions but legal challenges will result in delays. Lessons learned from Don’s attendance: conservation of water quality is every bit as important as manufacturing, finance, and agriculture. Water resources are diminishing working together will solve complex issues and yield the most positive outcome rather than looking to blame or obstruct.      

	12. Review of April 30 DOT meeting/V&53 remediation update 
	Dave Blumer and Don Putnam shared meeting notes.  DOT expressed this is this year’s project, 2012 ECIP didn’t work.  2013 includes removing earth in five 2 acre sections one at a time in stepped approach, there is an additional $200,000 for erosion control.  Plan has been reviewed by DNR, looked at by S.E.H. , and gave Lake District time to look it over. LD has open access to site.  Mark Koehler, S.E.H Engineer is contracted to do oversite each week at the site so some local inspection/assessment will be provided.  
Regarding remediation from 2012 there is a question of what form it will be.  S.E.H. is in a delicate situation with DOT being its biggest client and also our consultant.  S.E.H. was asked to review DNR assessment reports but declined to review.  DOT/DNR are still in talks.  If this takes some form of grant funding it may focus on Bear Lake Association and Rice Lake Lake District Lake protection grants, soil and water conservation funding to farming community. City storm water granting was also discussed since the DOT erosion added sediment to the lake that the city is required to eliminate.
 EPA letter discussed see item 14 below.  

	13. Discussion – LD coordinator position
	Tabled

	14. Discussion – drafting letter re: V/53 site to USEPA from LD chair
	Don Clemens said he was in contact with DNR.  DNR encouraged LD to inform EPA  by letter about the runoff last year to make sure what happens in future is up to standards, a letter would not be requesting that EPA take enforcement action. Clemens noted that EPA told him they would be meeting soon with DOT and a letter from the LD would allow them to discuss it.  Willers said he felt EPA is mandated to take enforcement and he is a representative of the people on the district, he represents fishermen yes but also business. Michaelsen said the LD needs to be mindful of what happened at the construction site wetlands were impacted and water quality was impacted.  But was it violations of federal wetlands which U.S.Army Corps protects and enforces and federal water quality violations and if so how and who enforces?   LD does not have the answer to that question but should know since DOT has a separate agreement with DNR that appears to shield DOT.  DNR also advised LD that Army Corps, Neil Barnard in St. Paul Office had contacted DNR about wetlands impacts at the construction site.    
Consensus is to wait to see if there is a need for future letters to either agency. 

	15.Citizen input follow up discussion:

*City snow removal storage locations

*boating congestion on lower lake

*Is there council/park board interest for a community beach 
	Brief discussion to bring Bruce Willers, City representative up to date.  City Snow removal/storage: Steve Harrington said the City is clearly aware of the snow removal and storage issue. As mayor, he has viewed the sites in response to local citizen concern about runoff and contamination.  Harrington and Willers recommended that the LD send a letter to the City seeking it to address more appropriate locations where snow removal and storage will not discharge to the lake. 
MMSC: To approve Lake District secretary to draft a letter to the City of Rice Lake for the Chair’s signature recommending alternative sites more appropriate for snow removal not discharging to the lake. McRoberts/Michaelsen    
Boating congestion: This too has also come to the mayor’s attention and apparently some warnings have been issued by County/DNR boating safety officers.  Traffic on the lower lake did improve later in the summer. Personal Water Craft, skiing, pleasure boating, swimming are increasing on lower lake and at times interferes with fishing and other activities this is likely due to improved water quality.  
Community Beach:  Dan Graff advised that he was meeting with the Parks Board later this afternoon to hand off what he has done as background work: coordinating sand blanket and costs, volunteer commitments, signage discussion with city attorney, bacterial sampling in coordination with City WWTP Operators Mike McGee and Wally Thom.  Willers said he is in favor of opening up the beach.  Harrington said there are no budgeted funds for it, and there are concerns about traffic and parking.  LD will keep this on next month’s agenda for any updates.

	16. Canoeing/kayaking Red Cedar R. & tributaries
	Dates are being coordinated by Dan Graff.  Mid June is likely to be the best time.

	17. Review and discussion of history of Lake District original goals vs. present day goals and objectives – Graff /Blumer
	Graff distributed a booklet he prepared titled A Brief History of the Rice Lake Protection and Rehabilitation District covering early weed cutting on Rice Lake by the City as early as 1958. Graff prepared the historical summary to share with residents at the 125th Celebration of the City of Rice Lake on August 4, 2102. The Lake District had its beginning in 1975 when Bob Casperson circulated a petition to form a district at the time he represented the RL Improvement Association. Now in existence for 36 years the district goals as early as 1977 included diverting storm water, controlling algae, bacterial counts at the beach, dredging, removing sludge, weed harvesting, repairing the dam, and annual drawdown to kill CLPW to frost. In 1983, the LD Board proposed a budget to dredge the lake timed to dam replacement but it was not supported at the annual meeting by members who turned out in large numbers. In 2006 DNR advised the LD Board that an aquatic plant management plan was needed clear cutting weeds was not healthy for the lake.  Aquatic plant survey completed in 2008, plant management 

approved and funded by grant in 2010. Lake educator hired in 2011. See booklet for more detail.  

	18. Lake educator projects under consideration for is year  
	  Graff: Lake monitoring with Flashcamp continues for phosphorus 3 times this summer, chlorophyll A, Dissolved Oxygen four times this summer, and secchi disk every other week with Jeff Smith or Graff. Presently on hiring committee for a computer project person, Graff will be this person’s projects coordinator.

Organizing canoe trip up river to report what can be seen upstream. Done with beach to city Parks Board for consideration. 
CB/CW and Invasive species: Coordinating and training high school students and residents on inspection and reporting .Schedule presence at landings throughout the summer.
Aquafest Lake Fair/Barron Co.Fair/Farm Tech days: Set up and attend booths bring in assistance/volunteers.

Complete visits with lake shore owners and continue assisting residents, businesses in district with interest with buffer native plantings or rain gardens, infiltration/retention basins. 

Lake protection projects development

August Summer meeting planning for 100 people in attendance recognition of volunteers.

	19. Set date for next meeting

Up next 
	Next Meeting: June 19, 2013, 8:30 AM

a.

	20. Consideration of Adjournment
	MMSC:  Meeting adjourned at 12:15 p.m. 

	 Agenda Items

	Schedule a tour of the lake by the board
Update HWY 53/V construction 

Canoe trips
Native plant importance to lake water quality review John Haack - UW Extension power point
County ordinance update

MPH Signage at Narrows bridge update

Lake level control communication, Meljenk farm runoff control project, Barron Co. participation in Red Cedar Watershed group – Tyler Greutzmacher
Intro Matt Swanson

Clearwater Bay floating bog – Denny Trigg

	
	

	
	 

	
	


Mick Michaelsen, Sec.

Don Putnam, Treas. 


