
Agenda/Minutes

Rice Lake, Lake Protection and Rehabilitation District 

Posted: Town of Rice Lake Municipal Building, City Hall of Rice Lake, Rice Lake Area Chamber of Commerce

Place: American Excelsior ErosionLab 
1695 19 ½ Street

Rice Lake, WI   

Time: 8:30 AM 

Date: Wednesday, May 16, 2012 

Directions: At Highway O turn south at stop light next to Red Cedar River follow the  road  through turns about 1 ½ miles to its termination at yellow gate with ErosionLab sign. Meeting will be held in office building at the site.
	Agenda Item: 
	Notes: 

	1. Call to order/ acknowledge posting of meeting and agenda 
	Meeting called to order by Chairman Pitts at 8:30 am. Posting was acknowledged.

	2. Roll Call 
	Trigg, Michaelsen, Pitts, Clemens, McRoberts announced that he would leave meeting at 9:30am), Genereau, Putnam
Guests Tim Heffernan, Kevin Koske, Dick Lamers, Kurt Kelsey

	3. Pledge of Allegiance 
	Recited 

	4. Public Input (limit to five minutes) (No action can be taken) 
	Barron County Fair Grounds representatives Tim Heffernan and Kevin Koske were invited and present to discuss storm water drain discharges from the fairgrounds and their plans to change the system.  See item 7 below for details. At this juncture no decisions or action was taken by the LD. 

	5. Secretary’s Report – 
- April 18 meeting minutes for review/ approval  
	MMSC: to approve minutes of April 18, 2012. Clemens/Genereau

	6. Treasurer’s Report/review and approval of bills

-Communications

	Putnam presented checking and money market balances and said expenses were higher for the month with pump replacement on harvester.  Part of the tax levy was received.  Yearend summary report has been completed by Dave Blumer and sent to DNR . This report should release the remaining reimbursement on the $39,000 2011 grant. MMSC: To approve the Treasurer’s report Trigg/Michaelsen

	7. Standing Committees: 

-D. Pitts- Grant information and updates
-Volunteer Hours
- pollution concerns 
-D. Trigg-Lake Operations update 

-D. Graff- Lake Educator – report update 
- Env. Day May 10th and any other activities
	Pitts: Pollution concerns 

Chairman Pitts mentioned a meeting he attended with fair board members on May 3, 2012 at the fairgrounds that left him both encouraged and then confused.  He said he believed it was everyone’s understanding after the May 3 meeting that a plowed ridge of soil would remain around the inside of the horse track to prevent runoff, but it was removed just before significant rains allowing silt and soil to drain with no protection into the lake. Tim Heffernan and Kevin Koske stated they were just as frustrated by the activity and the lack of communication that occurred within their organization. Kevin Koske and Tim Heffernan related that at the May 3 meeting the Fair Board outlined plans for installing French drains to infiltrate storm water and eliminate the drain system.  In that regard, Barron County Conservationist, Tyler Gruetzmacher has prepared the French drain system plan presently getting engineering review and design approval.  The system will be about 1,300 feet 54” wide dug 2 feet below the sand and gravel subsoil and filled with large rock, a 3 foot grass strip will separate it from the track.  Their contractor was planning to place a siltation filter trap over the drain today.  The Fair board is anxious to get started and hope to begin in two weeks or once they get the plan approved.  Tim Heffernan indicated the Fair board has some money for the work but the project will exceed what they have and asked if the LD could help. Total cost of the project could reach $35,000. Pitts advised them since they are a nonprofit organization they may be  eligible for grants themselves to contact DNR grants coordinator, Jane Malishke. Plan of action:  Lake District has every intention to find some means to help the fairgrounds board.  If it is to seek grant funds for a lake protection grant with the fairgrounds project being a part of it LD will have to jump through some steps first that will take some time. We also expect the fairgrounds project to be considered and ranked with other projects for funding in 2013 with our new budget committee that is being formed.  The lake board appreciated Tim and Kevin’s sharing their plans and we are very enthused with their efforts to protect the lake. 
-Pitts reported that $39,000 grant after review of 2011 Summary 

-Volunteer hours were submitted at the meeting. 
-Dan Graff: (as read by Don Clemens from email.) Graff is planning to provide lake shore owners with folders including information on native plant nurseries, landscapers in area, etc. Graff plans to continue house visits and will request lake shore owners to do CB/CW shifts at landings.  Great work was done on Environmental day at LHOF site.  About 30 students and helpers at LHOF. Planted dogwood, serviceberry, spread mulch and removed invasive honeysuckle, buckthorn, and tansy.  Does the board have any other ideas for Dan.  Please let him know.  Graff has plans to man a booth at Men’s Club Kids fishing day June 9 from 9:30 am to 2:00 pm.  He is planning to have a discussion with people about lake district activities from 1:00 pm to 2:00 pm asking if some board members will be attending. LD is entered in Aquafest Parade.
Trigg: Operations

Filamentous slime is appearing in lake. CLPW is up to the surface as of May 10 harvesting started.  Posts and rail system is now installed on the pontoon.  Graff will be using it for outdoor education.  Trigg requested authorization to renew a contract with Paul Borofka to rent the Brill property.  MMSC: Motion to approve Trigg to negotiate and sign 3 year contract w/Paul Borofka.  Genereau/Michaelsen


	8. Considering participating in Rice Lake’s 125th year Parade this August. 
	July 1st registration. Parade day Saturday, August 4th. Decision moved to June meeting. 

	9. Considering a master agreement with S.E.H. consultants

	Tabled

	10. New budget items
	-Trigg (consider outboard motor replacement for pontoon) $7,000 estimate.
-computer updates may be necessary next year.

	11. Update on budget planning committee formation 
	Dan Genereau and Don Clemens have contacted individuals and are recommending a committee of five. 
MMSC: To approve increasing committee to 5 member board.  Genereau/Trigg

	12. Pontoon usage/railing additions?
	Done

	13. WAL membership
	MMSC: to approve paying membership fee of $330.00  Clemens/Genereau

	14.Tainter/Memomin Lakes Improvement Association – Dick Lamers
	Dick Lamers gave the LD a general overview of his association’s activities including shoreland ordinance proposal coming before the county.  Dick reviewed the success of the 2012 Basin conference.  Planning is underway for 2013.  Dick discussed an economic study of reduced property values in Tainter and Menomin because of poor water quality from blue green algae. Jerry McRoberts asked Dick about the expanded workload for Karl Hokansen because of DNR’s combining Red Cedar and St. Croix Basins.  Dick said he is supportive of the move because it brings in $200,000 into budget for the basins and a McKnight fund grant application looks to get funding in an additional amount approaching $200,000.    

	15. Winter Employee discussion 
	Jeff could work one-2 days 

	16. LHOF planting plan with Terra Newshien and Stan Bergum
	tabled

	17. Employee Handbook
	Pfd 

	18. Summer Meeting of Electors – August 15
	Schedule to date that Dan Graff can attend.

	19. Email mailing list of Electors 
	Don will emails gotten / Dan Graff is going to go starting 

	20. Newsletter
	MS Publishs

	21. Set date for next meeting
Up next 
	@ 8:30a.m. coskies farm

	22. Consideration of Adjournment
	Thanks Excelsior
10:26 adjourn

	· Immediately following our hosts American Excelsior – Kurt Kelsey will take us on a guided tour of the ErosionLab. 
	

	
	Agenda Items:

- budget committee members decision

- Set date for annual meeting

-$ for the Fairgrounds

-Meeting at Kevin Koske farm in Hillsdale?
-Other ideas for Dan Graff’s plans

-Winter Employee discussion
-Send RL people to Red Cedar Gathering


Mick Michaelsen, Sec.

Don Putnam, Treas. 

Posted On or before May 14, 2012

