
Agenda/Minutes

Rice Lake, Lake Protection and Rehabilitation District 

Posted: Town of Rice Lake Municipal Building, City Hall of Rice Lake, Rice Lake Area Chamber of Commerce

Place: City Hall, City of Rice Lake, Council Chambers 30 East Eau Claire Street, Rice Lake, WI 54868 

Time: 8:30 AM 

Date: Wednesday, September 19, 2012 

	Agenda Item: 
	Notes: 

	1. Call to order/ acknowledge posting of meeting and agenda 
	Called to order by Chair Pitts @ 8:32 a.m.

	2. Roll Call 
	Don Clemens,  Don Putnam, Doug Pitts, Mick Michaelsen, Jerry McRoberts, Dennis Trigg, Dan Genereau Guests: Dave Moin, Russ Fell

	3. Pledge of Allegiance 
	Recited

	4. Public Input (limit to five minutes) (No action can be taken) 
	Pitts mentioned that there was an inquiry to the city that was passed along to him concerning the Wolfinger Bird Sanctuary on Orchard Beach Lane and a rumor that the Lake District was involved to control it or change it.  The sanctuary is on a 40 year lease to the city as a sanctuary that will expire in a few years. The Lake District has no involvement and would want it to remain as is, a natural undisturbed forested shoreline area next to the marshy bay.  
Michaelsen said he watched the city council meeting on RL Access TV: Mike McLinn owner of Grinders made a statement to the council about the rain garden/retention basin he installed around a city storm drain at a low cost at his shop and asked the council if other businesses in city should be doing things like this on their own to control runoff to the lake.  The LD needs to acknowledge business owners like McLinn on a regular basis by inviting them in to a meeting to be recognized.  

-Shudlick Park Update:  Clemens reported 9/8 planting occurred with 13 volunteers areas planted with savanna wildflower mix, short dry grass mix, Canada wild rye in no mow areas. Erosion matting donated by American Excelsior. Clemens has maintained a watering schedule supplemented by the city most new plantings are up and looking good even in this drought. City has planted their share of the planting. 

-Clemens spoke of a visitor complaint to Chamber of Commerce about Main Street boulevard native plantings.   Clemens presented to the chamber meeting the reasons for the native plantings as examples of native plants that slow runoff.  Rotary would have preferred a shoreline site but this was the site the city agreed to. Clemens made the distinction to Chamber that good water quality is good for business and economy. Clemens said he received a standing round of applause.      

	5. Secretary’s Report – August 22, 2012 meeting minutes for review/ approval  

	MMSC approve the minutes of August 22nd. McRoberts / Trigg
Michaelsen has included the video of the meeting (RL Public Access TV), copies of August 29 Chronotype article and editorial as attachments to the minutes and sign up attendance sheets.
We need an educational component at each meeting that includes some of our new contacts: Randy Bena, Tara Beauchine, Karen Wells, Tony (Tony’s Lawncare) also seek their attendance at October meeting.  

	6. Treasurer’s Report/review and approval of bills

- Proposed draft budget for 2013/see projects committee report items and items 14, 15, 16, 17   

-Communications

	MMSC: Approve Treasurer’s report on expenditures and current balances. Clemens/Michaelsen 
Putnam reviewed the budget for 2013. Budget lines were discussed and adjusted. Graff’s environmental education coordinator proposal was read.  Graff will always be LD contact whether he is in school teaching or out.  Graff will still be under LD employment for ¼ of the year, with management and tasks coordinated with the LD. What is an acceptable and affordable salary the LD should budget for this position.  Keys to proposal are larger volunteer base, HS students have a community volunteer requirement to graduate. There are urban grants that the school district, lake district, city, or charter school can apply for.  Some discussion of the timing with school district budgeting could mean this proposal would work out better in 2014 may be too late for 2013 budget year. Pitts said he believed LD needs to have a discussion soon with the school district officials about the proposal.
Some budget line changes include reduction in Lake Management Plan Implementation with no chemical treatment of CLP areas in 2013, a special projects line will be funded from some of the Lake Management budget line. 

Putnam will review 2013 budget proposal one more time/mail out the changes to the board and meet at 6:30 pm before the 7:00 pm annual meeting on October 17.

-Need to set special budget Meeting 6:30 pm Oct.17, 2012


	7. Standing Committees: 

-D. Pitts- Grant information and updates
-Volunteer Hours

-D. Trigg-Lake Operations update 

-D. Graff- Lake Educator – report update 

	Tabled

	8. Consideration of final payment to S.E.H. for consulting fees on grant
	There was no need to consider a motion for payment since this was an agreement previously approved by the LD.   Treasurer will sign for the chairman and send check for payment.

	9. Review photos from Casperson’s and follow up if necessary
	Viewed photos after meeting.  The photos show surface scum of blue green algae. Algae respond to poor water quality conditions not uncommon in July and August along any shoreline on Rice Lake. Many board members noted seeing the same conditions on their shore especially with calm wind conditions. The algae may accumulate at this location because of the backwater created by the river flow. Photos also show aquatic plants in shallow water.  The plants appear to be beneficial native plants that will grow in near shore areas in bays and marshes.     

	10. Update from Barron Co. Sherriff Dept. on ice racing ordinance
	Dave Moin, Barron Co. Recreation Safety Officer, and Russ Fell, WDNR Conservation Warden discussed ice racing.  It is possible to develop a county ordinance and work with Corporate Counsel, John Meunch.  Moin said they can’t enforce a town ordinance and there is some ambiguity with the City enforcement jurisdiction on the lake.  There are liability and insurance coverage limits for Law Enforcement on the ice with squad cars.  Moin said there have been accidents involving the plowed track berm.  The LD wants to eliminate unauthorized after hours use of tracks, proper marking and removal, mufflers on exhausts, safe distances maintained from ice fishing shacks and  other lake users, enforcement of drinking and urinating on lake.  Fell shared Washington County’s Ordinance with the district and provided a copy to Chair Pitts.  A draft specific to Rice Lake will be developed.  McRoberts and Moin will discuss the ordinance draft with Corporate Counsel, Meunch.  This issue will be an item for further discussion on next month’s agenda.

	11. Discussion of metro hunting permit for Canada Geese/info from other lake associations or DNR needed?
	Russ Fell said hunting on Rice Lake is prohibited by City Ordinance.  There is no hunting within City Limits. The city could be approached to allow firearms discharge permits to be issued.  
MMSC: To have Dan Genereau discuss with the RL Police Chief, the process to apply for /obtain firearms discharge permits to hunt geese on Rice Lake within the City’s jurisdiction. Michaelsen/Putnam

	12. LHOF planting plan reviewed and consideration of funding this project from 2012 budget line 
	The lake district has not received a plan but agreed to cost share with LHOF once the plan is submitted and cover $300 annual maintenance costs.  

	13. Update on V and 53 construction/consider EPA contact *2013 phase of project should LD seek local citizens group to preview and comment on DOT erosion control plans
	Fell commented that water sampling is being done. Discussion between the DNR and DOT continue at various levels in both departments.
Tabled for further discussion

	14. Red metal signage at all accesses install in 2013
	Tabled

	15.Consideration of year round salaried educator position proposal in  2013
	Tabled for further action

	16. Consideration of budgeting for extending winter employment in 2013
	Tabled

	17. Consideration of  AIS coordinator/summer intern in 2013
	Tabled

	18. Discussion of working with Public Access TV presenting a lake science series
	 tabled

	19. Set date for next meeting

Up next 
	Set meeting: Consider going to evening monthly meetings
Oct. 17, 7:00 PM ( 6:30 pm budget meeting)
 

	20. Consideration of Adjournment
	

	 Agenda Items:

	-Ice Racing
-Educational item for each meeting (Invite concerned info people) (R. Bena) Tony/Karen Wells
-2013 budget approval
- Election of officers

-Annual harvesting report

-Treasurers report

-Reading of October 19, 2011 annual meeting minutes

	
	

	
	 

	
	


Mick Michaelsen, Sec.

Don Putnam, Treas. 

 Posted on or before September 17, 2012

